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Introduction

The history of South West News forms but a chapter in the various
activities of the Windhoek Old Location and the role of that
community in the cultural and political life of Namibia after the
Second World War.

In this book, which comprises a reprint of the newspaper, plus
an appendix of English translations of those items which
appeared in other languages, Dag Henrichsen provides a
professional content-analysis, which will enable the reader to
have a fresh appreciation of the lives and struggles of the people
of Namibia in the late 1950s and early 1960s. He occupies a
unique position, being simultaneously an outsider and an insider.
Having grown up, on the one hand, a white Namibian from a
notable family, he obviously approaches black society with a
certain degree of fascination and easy professional detachment.
On the other hand, being a third-generation Namibian, he has
sufficient depth of understanding of his country and society as a

whole.

Despite the complimentary remarks which Dag Henrichsen
makes about my own contributions to his efforts of researching
and analysing the material in this book, every credit should go to
him for the passion and the unprecedented dedication he has
shown for South West News and the history of his country in
general. It is true that Dag Henrichsen asked me many questions
about our activities and about almost everything that went on in
the Old Location at the time South West News was founded. He
also referred drafts of his texts to me for comment. However, I
preferred to leave him to make independent analyses and
interpretaions of the paper, confining myself to the correction of

factual errors.
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He now presents us and the newspaper to the world, warts and
all. And warts there were many, since we were clearly neither
professional in the field of journalism nor knowledgeable at that
time. But we had the will and the determination to do something
about the lives of our people and the destiny of our country. Some
of our contributions were not original, but derivative.
Nevertheless, in borrowing, we selected what we thought was
good for our society and, in that sense, the ownership of what we
published remained ours. Fortunately — or unfortunately — the
printed word can neither be ignored nor changed. Hence, South
West News is here again, to expose everything that we were. Our
only consolation is that somewhere in our humble attempts there
must have been something good. We trust that readers paging

through this forgotten relic will learn something from it.

Being the good historian that he is, Dag Henrichsen has
conveyed much of the history of South West News in the process
of analysing and presenting the paper, and so has made my task
relatively simple. What follows is a simple chronicle of the
events which preceded and led to the appearance of the
newspaper, as well as a brief account of what forced South West

News to close shop.

In January 1959, the South West Africa Progressive Association
(SWAPA) organised a reception to welcome me. It was held in
the Sybil Bowker Hall of the Windhoek Old Location in
conjunction with the Municipality of Windhoek who had newly
engaged me as the first black Namibian social worker. In my
address I stressed, inter alia, the importance of a newspaper for
the black population of Namibia. This point was reflected in the

report on the event which appeared in the Allgemeine Zeitung.!

This aroused an interest, not only among the educated Africans,
mostly teachers, nurses and clerks, but also among the few liberal
whites. I was soon to discover that I was not alone in desiring a
newspaper which would both articulate the interest of the
Africans and would secure a place for itself in the larger
Namibian society. Members of the African Improvement Society
then serving on the Herero Chiefs’ Council, Emil Appolus and
SWAPA had all toyed with the same idea. It was therefore not
difficult to rally support for the project, although it took months
to carry out the necessary investigations which led first to
founding and registering a company — the African Publishing
Company (APC) — and ultimately to equipping ourselves for
writing, producing and distributing a newspaper. Since only Emil
Appolus had some experience in writing for a newspaper and
formatting it, the rest of us had to attend elementary evening
lessons on reporting and preparing a newspaper, which were
conducted on a voluntary basis by the then editor of The
Windhoek Advertiser, Daan Minnaar, an incredible soul who was
more than willing to assist. The then editor of the 4llgemeine
Zeitung, Ferdinand Lempp, was equally ready to help with

advice, and later contributed articles to South West News.

For the practical establishment of the company, we hired an
Afrikaner attorney, a Mr. Hanekom. The attorney guided us not
only on the legal requirements for registering a company, but he
also discussed with us, in detail, the memorandum and articles
of association of the proposed African Publishing Company. At
the end of that process, the attorney lodged the relevant
document and application for registration with the Registrar of
Companies on our behalf. On 28 October 1959, the African

Publishing Company was registered under the Companies



Ordinance No.19 of 1928 (as amended), with a share capital of
£500, divided into 500 shares of £1 each. The founding directors
of the APC paid the attorney, from the inital subscription of the
shares, the handsome fee of £25 for his services. The APC was

thus ready to start business.

However, the biggest challenge that the APC had to face at this
stage was to find a firm prepared to print a black-run newspaper.
We knocked at the doors of each and every printer in Windhoek,
but in vain. It was only in the then Union of South Africa that we
ultimately found a firm which agreed to print South West News,
namely, the black-owned Prometheus Printers and Publishers
(Pty) Ltd., of East London. The owners of Prometheus Printers
were members of the intellectually sophisticated Unity
Movement of South Africa.

Although, from the outset, the objectives which the APC set for
its paper were “to serve all the people of South West Africa,
irrespectivé of colour or creed”?, it was imperative that South
West News should pay special attention to the bulk of the
population, which was both illiterate and ignorant. The people
had to be educated and stimulated to take a keen interest in their
own lives. Simultaneously, the paper had to speak for them and
give them hope and pride. Some months later the policy of the

newspaper was clearly articulated as follows:

To give objective news and political reporting, unclouded by
racial or political prejudices, to promote the economic growth
and political maturity of the country, declaring that no political
party, religious sect or individual of any standing shall in any
way dictate, direct or influence our policy, but we will pursue a

path of impartiality, honesty and objectivity in all issues.

South West News also pledged itself to

constantly fight to uphold basic human rights for all people, and
expose any injustice that may be perpetrated deliberately by
governments, individuals or organisations on any section of the

community.?

Emil Appolus, whom we appointed as the first editor,
immediately set about preparing for the first edition of South
West News. He enthusiastically solicited advertisements for the

newspaper, a task he accomplished with a modicum of success.

The first edition, printed on 5 March 1960, bearing the
photograph of the venerable Chief Hosea Kutako on the front
page, was, to the editor’s credit, both attractive and balanced. It
sold like hot cakes. The second edition of South West News ran
into two unforeseen disasters. Before Mr. Appolus could prepare
the second edition, his partner was served with a deportation
order and the two of them had to flee the country to avoid adverse
police action. No sooner had those of us who remained hastily
put the elements of the second edition of the paper together and
dispatched it to East London than the South African Government
pounced on the principals of Prometheus Printers and
incarcerated them. The determined wives of the detained men
then. set the machines and printed the second edition of South
West News, before the printing works were shut down. The marks
of both these traumatic events on the second edition are quite

obvious.

With the closing down of Prometheus Printers, we had to look
for another solution. Almost one month later, Ferdinand Lempp

called me to his office and suggested that a Danish man, a Mr.
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Steffensen, who had just purchased new printing machines and
was looking for business, might agree to print South West News
for us, if we explained our problem to him. Mr. Lempp was
himself prepared to put in a word for us, which he did. The
outcome of our negotiations with Mr. Steffensen was positive.
The Windhoek Printing Works at Ausspannplatz agreed to print
our paper. The terms were £31 for two thousand copies of a four-
page edition. South West News No.3 thus became the first edition
to be printed locally. Its format was considerably better than that
of the second edition aﬁd, reporting on the funeral of a popular

chief, Josaphat Kambazembi, it also sold out relatively quickly.

The paper was now set on the road to popularity. Subscriptions
came from a wide spectrum of people and distances. The paper
of the Liberal Party, Contact, of Cape Town, subscribed, as did
an official at the American Embassy in Pretoria. So too did a

black shoemaker in Tsumeb and farmers in the communal areas.

While the paper was chiefly sold by young boys on the streets of -

Windhoek, there were agents in other places. Two white-owned
bookshops turned out to be, perhaps, the most reliable of all.
They were the Swakopmunder Buchhandlung and Dan

Tregoning, Stationers and Booksellers, of Otjiwarongo.

To facilitate its distribution, South West News had to be registered
at the General Post Office as a newspaper. This was done without
any fuss, which was in sharp contrast to the negative response we
got from the NPU (Newspaper Press Union) of South Africa
when we applied for Press Identity Cards for our editors and
reporters. The NPU, which boasted affiliation with the
Newspaper Society of the United Kingdom and the
Commonwealth Press Union, replied as follows:

In terms of our arrangement with the Commissioner of Police,

Press Identity Cards may only be issued to members of the
Newspaper Press Union, and I am therefore not in a position to

comply with your request.

Insofar as membership of the NPU is concerned, I enclose an
application form and would draw attention to the following

provision in our Constitution relating to membership:

“3.(1) (a) European employers, being the proprietors of

newspapers, engaged in that section of the Printing and
Newspaper Industry in which newspapers are published in any
part of South Africa, shall be eligible for membership, provided
however that where the applicant is a company it shall not be
eligible for membership unless the directorate of such applicant

is composed solely of Europeans.*

The African Publishing Company applied for membership of the
NPU in spite of the above stipulations, but nothing came of its

application.

Another area of practical difficulties for South West News was
that of procuring advertisements. Many of the prosperous white-
owned businesses shied away from advertising in this paper for
fear of negative reaction from the state and conservative white
customers. One company, which we need not mention, asked for
the withdrawal of their advertisement, argueing that they had
agreed to advertise on the understanding that the newspaper

would deal only with non-political topics.’

For the price of sixpence per copy the gross income of South West
News should have been £50 per edition, all things being equal,

but this was never to be. It was always difficult to recover all the



sixpences. The paper was therefore running at a loss even though,
apart from commissions on sales and mailing costs, overheads
were kept to a minimum as our services were offered gratis. The
hands of every volunteer were always welcome, and often
available, although a fair amount of the practical work was done

by my family at home.

The directors of the APC owned little by way of material
possessions. Only one of the directors, David Merero, owned a
motor car, a pick-up van for his small business. In most cases,
we would walk from the Old Location (the site of present-day
Hochland Park) to Steubel Street, to the Post Office in Kaiser
Street, and then to Windhoek Printing Works in Ausspannplatz,
before returning to the Old Location, sometimes twice or thrice
each day. These walks must have ranged from between 12 and

24 kilometers per day. All of us were therefore lean and fit.

Except for the municipal house I lived in, the houses our
directors occupied had no electricity and no running water. Yet
the morale and aspiratibns of the group were at their highest. It
was, indeed, when we owned little that we were prepared to make
the greatest sacrifices. Self-interest and the profit motive simply
did not enter the calculations of the founders of the APC. That
was characteristic of the times. The communal farmers who
contributed £1 each and the women who sold ‘vetkoeke’ (fat
cakes), all in an effort to raise funds for the purpose of sending
Jariretundu Kozonguizi to the United Nations, or the migrant
labourers who raised funds for the Ovamboland People’s
Organisation (OPO) to enable Sam Nujoma to go to the United
Nations, were not motivated by personal gain. It was the nobility

of the human spirit which provided the driving force.

On the other hand, the successful running of a newspaper cannot
rely on goodwili and dedication alone, but must ulimately
depend on a sound business plan. Ideally, the printing of South
West News should have been paid for shortly after distributing
every edition but, in practice, we had to rely on collecting those
sixpences, many of which never materialised. Hence, the paper
had to be subsidised from the subscribed capital which, by
August 1960, had totalled only £85. When this amount was
depleted, we had to dip into our pockets again, a practice which
could not be sustained. The printers were already inconvenienced
by the slow collection of the sixpences but, when the cost of the
ninth edition was only about one-third covered — and it did not
look as if the paper would pay its way through — they let the tenth
edition die in the mould. And that closed the chapter on South
West News.

There were; of course, other factors which contributed to the
demise of South West News. 1 was sacked from my job as a social
worker and ejected from the municipal house I was occupying
on the grounds that I was too involved in politics, as evidenced
also by my appearance before the Hall Commission which
investigated the circumstances which led to the shootings of
December 10, 1959. This action had a direct negative effect on
the paper, as I had become the principal actor in the APC and the

whole operation.

By the last quarter of 1960, divisions between the South West
Africa National Union (SWANU) and the Herero Chiefs’
Cbuncil became fairly pronounced and they began to impact
adversely upon the newspaper as well.> Two of the founding
directors, Clement Kapuuo and David Meroro, who were

important to South West News, withdrew from the project. Their



replaceménts could hardly fill the void they left behind.

At about this time, the reconstituted board of directors, with me
retaining the chairmanship, drew up a document of appeal for
financial and material assistance, which John Garvey Muundjua
sent out to various organisations, including the United Nations.
There were no responses at all to this appeal except for one from
an Afro-American news agency in Chicago, which Mburumba
Kerina had supplied with our document of appeal. The agency
pledged to supply only news reports and educational materials,

which we received too late to be of use.”

By 1961, the African Publishing Company had become
moribund, and its name was included by the Registrar in the list
of liquidated companies which appeared in the Official Gazette
of 2 January 1962. The company thus died quietly. By that time,
the directors of the APC were literally scattered over the four
corners of the world — Emil Appolus was in East Africa; Tunguru
Huaraka was in Ghana; Uatja Willy Kaukuetu was at Lund
University in Sweden; in 1962 1 registered at the University of
Stockholm as a student; the directors and former directors who

remained in the country had turned to other things.

I have, over the years, carried with me all nine copies and other
mementos of South West News wherever I went. Those
newspapers have consequently become yellow and dog-eared
and are literally crumbling. Keeping them has been a matter of
sentimental attachment. The idea of re-printing South West News,
as such, had never occurred to me. The day Dag Henrichsen
came to talk to me about the paper, I did not fully comprehend
his seriousness and commitment to the project, despite the glint

in his eye. Moreover, when the founders of the APC set about

working to realise South West News, they never thought that
posterity might one day look back with a certain degree of
appreciation for their humble endeavours. However, as time
went by and as I followed his research and writing, I began
to realise that there was more to the legacy of South West

News than met the eye.

Dag Henrichsen has not only produced a work of love; he has
indeed resurrected this roughly hewn piece of art for the
future generations of Namibia so that they might see what we
tried to do with the rudimentary tools we had at our disposal.

I commend him for his worthy efforts.

Zedekia Ngavirue
Brussels, 1 July 1997

| Aligemeine Zeitung, No. 15, 23.1.1959, p.2. The report was written by
Walter Sicker, then a young German student of architecture at the
University of Cape Town.

2 Quoted from a document of appeal prepared by the board of directors of
the APC in 1960. It is the same document that John Garvey Muundjua
sent to.the United Nations in September 1960. It is cited in the
bibliography of the essay by Dag Henrichsen in this volume as United
Nations, General Assembly, Committee on South West Africa,
30.October 1961.

3 Ibid.

4 NI?U letter to Director, APC, 8.12.1959. In the possession of the author.

5 A copy of their letter of 29.8.1960 is in the possession of the author.

6 Sce the exchange of letters from Mbaeva and Kamusuvise in the 8th and
9th editions of South West News.

7 These materials were among documents confiscated by the police when

they raided my home in 1961.



Historiography

“A Glance At Our Africa”.
The history and contents of South West News
by Dag Henrichsen

South West News—Suidwes Nuus (SWN) was the first newspaper
in Namibia published and owned by Africans.! Published in
1960 in Windhoek in nine issues, it has to be regarded as the
earliest example of independent African journalism in Namibia.
Forgotten as it is, SWN is a unique document on African history

in Namibia.

SWN was an alternative paper, committed to the concepts of
non-racialism and nationalism in a racially and ethnically
segregated South African colony. It articulated the political and
social ramifications of the colonial state and provided a platform
for the incipient nationalist movement in Namibia. Also, SWN
was a community paper for the Old Location, the African
township in Windhoek. It was launched shortly after the
shootings at the Old Location, whose residents were threatened
with forced removals. The paper reported on the developments
following the shootings and on the diverse social activities in the

location.

Surprisingly, historiography has virtually ignored SWN. The
first, and for a long time the only, researcher who referred to the
newspaper was Ruth First, the wellknown South African
investigative journalist. In her book “South West Africa”, in
which she covers her fact-finding tour to Namibia in 1962, she
refers to SWN as “the first and only African publishing
enterprise, no longer in existence.”? In 1972, Hidipo Hamutenya

and Hage Geingob, in an influential essay on “African



nationalism in Namibia”, referred to SWN as an “African
newspaper” founded in 1959 by members of the South West
Africa Progressive Association (SWAPA), written in both
English and Afrikaans. According to them, the newspaper sought
“to foster the growth of nationalism among Namibia’s urban
African youth” but was “banned” by the colonial administration
in 1960.3 More recent researchers who mention SWN base their
scant knowledge about the newspaper on this essay* which
contains a number of errors. Neither was SWN founded in 1959
and nor by members of SWAPA only. It was neither written solely
in English and Afrikaans, and nor was it banned. It seems that
hardly any researcher ever consulted copies of the newspaper.’
Zedekia (Zed) Ngavirue, the initiator and de facto editor of
SWN, cited the newspaper in his doctoral thesis of 1972 on the
history of the “Political parties and interest groups in South West
Africa”. Two other researchers, Peter Katjavivi in his doctoral
thesis on “The rise of nationalism in Namibia” (1986) and
William Heuva in his essay on the history of “The nationalist
press during the Namibian liberation” (1993), refer to SWN.
Most surprisingly, none of the researchers who wrote about the

history of the Old Location consulted the paper.®

This essay attempts to provide an analysis of the history and
content of SWN. The first part identifies the founders, editors
and supporters of the newspaper and seeks to determine its
editorial policy and readership, as well as the role of the colonial
state. The second part provides an analysis of some of the issues
addressed by SWN: entertainment and sports; education and the
ideology of self-advancement; the forced removals and protest.
Some of these issues have largely been ignored by researchers

writing about Namibia’s recent history. The nationalist

historiography’, with its near to exclusive focus on national
political mobilisation, resistance and state coercion, is silent on
crucial social experiences and expectaﬁons of Africans. In part,
this essay seeks to highlight aspects regarding everyday life of

Africans in Namibia.

I. The history of South West News
The African Publishing Company (Pty.) Ltd.

SWN was launched by a small group of young men in Windhoek
who aimed at establishing a modern platform for African
interests and aspirations, both politically and socially. As
outlined by Zed Ngavirue in the introduction to this volume, it
was for that purpose that the African Publishing Company (APC)
was formed. Officially registered in Windhoek in October 1959,
its object was “to serve as a vigorous instrument to promote the
social and educational well-being of all inhabitants of South West
Africa, irrespective of race, colour or creed.” More specifically,
the object was to launch a newspaper “for the majority of our

people whose voices are silenced.”®

A month earlier, in September 1959, the first modern African
political party in Namibia, the South West Africa National Union
(SWANU), had been formed after preparations by a committee
consisting inter alia of Ngavirue, John Garvey Muundjua and
Clement Kapuuo.® The latter two were members of the Herero
Chiefs’ Council, which was then the dominant political body in
Namibia. All three of them became founding directors of the
APC." The Vice-President of SWANU, Uatja Willy Kaukuetu,



became another founding director of the APC.!! He was also the
President of the South West Africa Progressive Association
(SWAPA), a body established in 1958 for the promotion of
“cultural, political and economic advancement” amongst the
African population.'> Another SWAPA member, Tunguru
Huaraka, became a shareholder of the company. Two other
founding directors were Emil Appolus and David Meroro.
Appolus was the only one amongst the directors who had
previous experience in journalism. In 1959 he had been a
founding member of the Ovamboland People’s Congress (OPC),
established amongst Namibian workers in Cape Town and then
transformed into the Ovamboland Pedple’s Organisation (OPO),
and, in 1960, into the South West Africa People’s Organisation
(SWAPO).!3 Meroro, in 1960 a member of SWANU and later a
prominent SWAPO member, was one of the few businessmen in
the Old Location and his shop served as the official address of
the APC.'4

In addition to these men, support for the APC came from a
closely-knit network of people connected to all the organisations
mentioned. They included Eduard Ndjoze and Michael Uandara,
who became shareholders of the APC, and Assaria Kamburona,
Werner Mamugwe and Gerson Veii, who contributed to SWN.13
Other contributors were Louis Nelengani, Vice-President of
OPO and an inital member of the SWANU executive, and
Mburumba Kerina, then already a petitioner on behalf of the
Herero Chiefs’ Council to the UN in New York.!®

Some of the men involved had received schooling at one of the
few African schools in the colony, notably the St. Barnabas
Anglican Church School in Windhoek.!” A few, like Ngavirue

and Appolus, had obtained additional education at South African
colleges. Whilst studying in South Africa, they and other
Namibians established close contacts with leading members of
the African National Congress (ANC) and attended rallies and
defiance campaigns of the South African Congress Alliance.
These experiences were crucial for their political careers.'® When
returning to Namibia, they formed a new generation of political
activists, who saw the need for national mobilisation as a
complementation to the petition politics of the Herero Chiefs’

Council.

The time during which the APC was registered was a period of
intensely organised resistance by residents of the Old Location
against the forced removals launched by the municipality. Most
men named here were leading figures in the protest activities and
most of them experienced the shootings by the police in the Old
Location on 10 December 1959.'° The incident and its aftermath
highlighted the crucial importance of launching an independent
African newspaper. When the first issue of SWN came out on 5
March 1960, it carried a column entitled: “Those who died”. It
provided “the names of the people who were shot dead during
the December 10 rioting last year. This list was never published
inside or outside S.W.A.”. (SWN 1/4) Eleven names were

listed.20

The first editorial of SWN reflected on the historical occasion of
the launching of an African hewspaper:

If you had talked to any man a year or two ago about a
newspaper for the indigenous people of South-west Africa [sic],
he would either have considered you an eccentric dreamer or

simply have dismissed you as a fellow-traveller. Viewed from all



angles the idea was unthinkable. The deplorable economic as
well as political position of the non-White people of this territory
makes a venture of this kind impossible. But today, thanks fo the
perseverance, planning and sacrifice from a group of men, the
idea is a reality at last. Men who have deeply felt the need of the
press as a teacher, a pulpit, a parent. (SWN 1/2)

The idea of launching an African newspaper, however, had
already been put forward by members of the African
Improvement Society, a forerunner of SWAPA established in
Windhoek in 1946. In 1950 the society made an application to
the administration for publishing a “monthly newspaper” to be
called Ondjerera; David Meroro was one of the applicants.?! Yet,
despite an official approval after investigations into the
backgrounds of the applicants, the project did not materialise. In
1959 there existed only one periodical which was not published
by Europeans — the quarterly journal of the S.W.A. Coloured
Teachers Association (SWACTA).?? In Cape Town, Kenneth and
Ottilie Abrahams in 1960/1 published the SWAPO Commentator,
which was not only fead by those Namibians working and
studying there, but was also distributed in Namibia.Z> None of
these ventures, however, was what SWN was: a newspaper in the

true sense.

In order to finance the press venture, the APC had to rely solely
on its own income-generating abilities. It issued 500 shares for
one pound each, of which, a year after registration, only 85 had
been bought, mostly by those directors and men mentioned
above.?* This was too little capital to keep SWN running. As John
Muundjua explained in a funding proposal sent to the UN in
September 1960:

Chances are very narrow for Africans to secure loans. Racial
discrimination does not only make it impossible for the African
Publishing Company to secure loans but cripples the press
machinery in many ways.% |

New funding projects like a mobile cinema and a taxi business
did not materialise either.?® The 9th issue of SWN, dated 3
September 1960, remained the last one to be published. The APC
became a dormant company and was dissolved by the state in
1962.77

Editors

SWN was officially registered by the General Post Office (GPO).
According to Ngavirue, the name South West News—Suidwes
Nuus had been decided on without much debate. Ironically,
Suidwes Nuus was the name of the first Afrikaans newspaper in
Namibia, published for a brief period in 1922/3.28 Both names
used the popular expressions ‘South West’ or ‘Suidwes’, which
designated the territory somewhat affectionately as one separate
from ‘the Union’ of South Africa.? The two Afrikaans
newspapers published in Windhoek in 1960, Die Suidwester and
Die Suidwes-Afrikaner, drew on such sentiments, at the same
time emphasising the creation of a specific type of colonial
‘tribe’.3 The editors of SWN, it seems, had a somewhat different
perspective in mind. In June 1960 the newspaper reported on the
“South West team” in New York consisting of the petitioners
Mburumba Kerina, Jariretundu Kozonguizi, President of
SWANU, and Sam Nujoma, President of OPO, and re-
emphasised their plea to the Union: “Hands off South West
Africa”. (SWN 4/1) The editors of SWN were not concerned

with the creation of a ‘tribe’, but with the creation of a ‘nation’.



As John Muundjua phrased it: ‘South West News’ strives to serve
all the people of South West Africa, irrespective of colour or
creed, on a territorial basis as well as [in] relation to the whole
of Africa and the world 3!

The first official editor of SWN was Emil Appolus, the only one
~of those involved who had some previous experience in
journalism. However, he had to leave the country after his partner
Putuse was issued with a deportation order. He found refuge in
Katanga from where he continued to report for SWN on the
unfolding Congo crisis.*? Nos. 2-7 do not mention any official
editor, whilst Nos. 8-9 name Gerson Veii as the reporter
responsible. Veii at that time was SWANU Deputy Secretary-
General and a student activist at the Augustineum Training
College in Okahandja.** Yet, as Veii pointed out, the de facto
editor after Appolus had left was Zed Ngavirue, who did most of
the writing, whilst the preparation of each new edition was done
in his house in the Old Location with the help of others, including
his wife Bertha.’* As Ngavirue was employed by the Windhoek
municipality as a social worker and as his wage was vital for the
financing of the newspaper, it was decided for security reasons
not to use his name as editor. His name was stated explicitly only
a couple of times in SWN: the 3rd issue features his article “The
Burial of Chief Josaphat Kambazembi”, a relative of his; in the
4th and 5th issue he advised readers on the functioning of the
Non-ﬁuropean Advisory Committee in Windhoek; the 5th issue
published a speech he delivered at the 12th Annual African
Teachers’ conference in Windhoek in July 1960; the 1st issue
carries an article by “Mr.Z” on “progressive activities” in the Old
Location; in the 2nd and 3rd issues he was acknowledged by his

Herero name Tjitana Ngavirue as the Otjiherero translator of

extracts from the “Wind of Change” speech delivered by the
British Prime Minister Harold Macmillan to the South African

Houses of Parliament on 3 February 1960.

Each issue of the newspaper was written in at least three
languages. English, Otjiherero and Afrikaans are the main
languages used in the paper, while a few letters to the editor are
written in Oshiwambo and one article in German. The multi-
lingual concept of SWN and the inclusion of both African and
European languages, whilst being typical of many African
newspapers in South Africa®>, differed radically from the mono-
lingual European newspapers published in Windhoek at the
time.3¢ Otjiherero, apart from being the home language of most
people involved with the newspaper, was apparently the language
of the social and political elite in the Old Location, which
included well-established Herero families, a couple of
entrepreneurs and members of the influential Herero Chiefs’
Council.” Afrikaans was the lingua franca in central Namibia
and the home language of several communities in southern
Namibia.3® English, in turn, while hardly spoken in Namibia at
the time, was the dominant language in which African politics
was conducted throughout southern Africa. As such, English
held powerful symbolic significance amongst political
activists.>® This may have been one of the reasons why it was
increasingly seen as an alternative medium of instruction,

notably by Herero parents in Windhoek.*

The multi-lingual approach followed by the editors consciously
served the aims of non-racialism to which the APC committed
itself. The credo of SWN, written in English and Otjiherero,

reads: “The only non-racial newspaper in the territory”. It



resembled that of one South African paper*! and drew on a
political discourse in southern Africa in which concepts of non-
and multi-racialism as well as African nationalism formed key
issues. In South Africa, the African National Congress (ANC)
had endorsed the Freedom Charter of 1955 which stated that
“South Africa belongs to all who live in it, black and white” and
“promise[d] equal status for ‘all national groups’”.*? This multi-
racial concept, however, had come under strong criticism by
Africanist dissenters opting for a radical policy of “Africa for
Africans”. In 1959 they founded the Pan Africanist Congress
(PAC). A coherent ideology of non-racialism, in turn, took shape
only in the late 1960s. As Devan Pillay observed with respect to
the ANC of the late 1950s, non-racialism “in practice ... has often
meant ‘multi-racialism’, i.e. the coming together of different

‘racial’ and cultural groups”.*3

The editors of SWN followed a discourse that embraced features
of all three concepts. They wanted a

press who at all times condemns injustice, exploitation and racial
discrimination as unpardonable crimes, on the other hand
endeavours to protect the rights of each individual and hails the
merits of each man's labours, irrespective of the colour of his
skin. (SWN/1/2)

Such a non-racial and, indeed, liberal vision* was an innovative
political perspective amidst the rigid segregation in the colony.
The editors attacked the “cracy idiology [sic] of apartheid”
(SWN 9/4) and addressed the issue of “race”, “multiracialism”,
and “tribalism”. On the other hand, the editors regarded SWN as
“a newspaper for the indigenous people”. (SWN 1/2) As
Muundjua pointed out, “the paper must strive to give hope and

pride” to those “who have been conditioned to accept a lower

status in life by continuous subjugation, the denial of basic
human rights, and unhealthy indoctrination ...”*> Consequently,
the paper reported overwelmingly on issues and concerns of the
“non-White people” or “Africans”. SWN, then, was an African
protest paper with a nationalist and non-racial concept. In 1960

it was the only paper in Namibia to envisage such a perspective.
Printing and Advertising

The nine issues of SWN appeared irregularly despite its claim of
being a fortnightly paper. Altogether, they make up only 38
pages. Up to the 8th issue, each one consists of four pages whilst
the last issue comprises six pages. Its format, layout and offset
printing resembles those of the other local newspapers published
at the time. As has been pointed out by Zed Ngavirue in the
introduction to this volume, the first two issues were printed by
the African company Prometheus Printers and Publishers (Pty.)
Ltd., in East London (South Africa). As the printing company
was raided during the State of Emergency in South Africa
following the Sharpeville-Langa massacres in March 1960,
SWN from the 3rd issue onwards was printed by the Windhoek
Printing Works.

With the exception of the second issue, all issues include several
photographs. Some depict — probably for the first time in public
— young men and women, who later became prominent
Namibian personalities: Tunguru Huaraka, Mburumba Kerina,
Jariretundu Kozonguizi, Zed Ngavirue, Sam Nujoma, Nora and
Ottilie Schimming. Other portraits depict African soccer players
and “Miss Windhoek” of 1959/60, Rosina Gawaxas-Boois.

Significantly, the first issue published on its front page a portrait



of Chief Hosea Kutako, then the leading African politician in
Namibia and an internationally acclaimed figure. Significantly
too, the portraits of only two local Europeans were published in
SWN: One of Heiner Schneider-Waterberg, a prominent German
farmer with close relations to the Herero community, attending
the funeral of Chief Josaphat Kambazembi, the other one of Japie
Basson, South African Member of Parliament for SWA, who in
1960 together with Ferdinand Lempp founded a new liberal
party, the shortlived South-West Party.#® Other photographs
published in SWN depict local festivities, like the annual
Maharero-Day in Okahandja, an important gathering for the
Herero community. In addition, SWN published a few
photographs showing African politicians like Patrice Lumumba
(Congo), Moise Tshombe (Katanga) and Angie Brooks, Under-
Secretary of State of Liberia, who introduced Mburumba Kerina
as the first Namibian petitioner to the UN in New York.*” In one
photograph the Anglican Reverend Michael Scott, a prominent
petitioner to the UN on behalf of the Herero Chiefs’ Council, is
seen.®® This selection of photographs distinguished SWN
significantly from the European papers in the colony. It offered
“A glance at our Africa”, to use the title of a news column on
African developments edited by Ngavirue, which appeared in

English, Afrikaans and Otjiherero from the 3rd issue onwards.

Another striking difference in comparison to other local
newspapers is the svparse presence of advertisements in the paper.
As has been pointed out by Zed Ngavirue in the introduction to
this volume, the white business community was reluctant to
advertise in SWN.% Given the lack of capital, this made the
existence of the newspaper particularly vulnerable and was one

of the reasons for its collapse. Those who did advertise in SWN

were German general dealers like D. von Mallinckrodt>,
W. Zimmer or Moehring, whose shopé were situated in close
proximity to the Old Location. They sold textiles, household
goods and groceries to clients, some of whom boasted
considerable purchasing power.>! Other advertisements came
from the South West Wholesale Company and the wellknown
Jewish companies Pupkewitz & Sons and Sam Cohen. The latter
was a leading car dealer who advertised second-hand cars. (SWN
9/6) He obviously had an interest in the small though expanding

transport business for the inhabitants of the Old Location.*?

Other advertisements came from the small group of African
entrepreneurs who had businesses in the Old Location®, in
Tsumeb, Ondangua, or in the rural areas. General dealers,
clothing traders, shoemakers and a taxi business feature in the
pages of SWN, as does a hawker and hide dealer. Their
advertisements, which became more numerous in the later
issues, in fact point to the wider geographical circulation of the

newspaper.
Circulation and Readers

According to Zed Ngavirue, some 2.000 copies of each issue of
SWN were circulated.>* At this time, roughly 170.000 Africans
were living within the so-called Police Zone of central and
southern Namibia, whilst the largest urban centre of Africans, the
Old Location in Windhoek, had some 20.000 inhabitants.5®
Illiteracy amongst Africans was thought to be as high as 68%
and, according to Muundjua, was the main reason for the
comparatively low circulation number of SWN.36 Only a handful

of African students received any secondary schooling in one of
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the few African schools whilst any further studies at colleges
inside the colony or in South Africa were severely restricted.”’
By comparison, the 73.000 or so Europeans in the colony
enjoyed a well-funded educational system and maintained
several newspapers. In 1960 The Windhoek Advertiser had a
circulation of 2.316, the Allgemeine Zeitung 4.670 and the two
Afrikaans papers, Die Suidwes-Afrikaner and Die Suidwester,

together 10.340 copies per issue.’®

SWN was very much aware of the high rate of illiteracy and
regarded itself as a promoter of “literacy in the territory because
it ditches [sic] out topics of interest and news reports in the local
vernaculars.”*® Yet, despite widespread illiteracy, copies of all
newspapers circulated widely amongst the African community.
In the early 1950s the government anthropologist Giinter Wagner
stated with reference to the Old Location that

European newspapers are read most widely in the Coloured
section and the Herero section where, according to my Herero
informants, about 40 to 50% of all literate men read the local
papers fairly regularly (mostly “Die Suidwes Afiikaner” and
“Die Suidwester” but also the “Windhoek Advertiser” and the
“Aligemeine Zeitung”). The interest shown in the news is great,
and papers brought to the Location by men working in town pass
through many hands before they are discarded. Often, men who
can read fluently read the latest paper to a group of men
gathering round them, so that even many illiterate people keep
themselves informed on what is going on in the world.%

Most important were the regular reports in The Windhoek
Advertiser on the hearings of the UN Committee on South-West
Africa in New York where Namibian petitioners since 1956

presented oral evidence themselves. The importance attached to

European dailies in Windhoek can also be gleaned from the fact
that The Windhoek Advertiser in 1959 and 1960 carried a couple
of critical letters from activists like Emil Appolus, Sam Nujoma
and John G. Muundjua on various aspects of the colonial
situation, as well as copies of petitions sent to the international
community by Chief Hosea Kutako and Chief Samuel Witbooi.5!
Likewise, Louis Nelengani, the Vice-President of OPO,
announced the change of name of OPO to SWAPO in The
Windhoek Advertiser 5% The paper at times also carried notes on
social events in the Old Location, and took a critical position
with regard to the forced removals of its residents by the
municipality of Windhoek.®

South African papers could also be bought in Windhoek, notably
The Cape Times, Golden City Post, World (formerly Bantu World)
and the popular African magazines Drum and Zonk!.%* Other
periodicals, like the pro-ANC newspaper New Age, as well as
Contact, linked to the Liberal Party in South Africa, were ordered
and sold by inhabitants of the Old Location.®> Contact was used
in 1960 by SWAPO members for exposing the precarious living
conditions in northern Namibia.% Apparently then, there existed
a small African readership in Namibia which was used to some
of the most critical and best journalism produced in southern

Africa at the time.

It was probably this readership which also read SWN. The
newspaper gained some popularity, as is reflected by the 21
letters to the editor, and its wider geographical circulation.’” One

reader, Theo Mahua from Okamatutjindo in the Otjituuo reserve,

- summed up the importance of the paper:

You cannot imagine how glad I am to observe that for the first



time in the history of South West Africa, the Africans have their
own paper—the SOUTH WEST NEWS... I congratulate the group
of young men who endeavoured to found this valuable paper
which may educate its readers socially and otherwise. At the
same time the African business man and woman may find a place
where to advertise the kind, nature or type of his or her business,
a thing which was impossible to do in the past. (SWN 3/4)

Especially one issue was sought after eagerly: SWN No. 3, which
reported extensively on the burial of Chief Josaphat

Kambazembi and included several photographs of the occasion.

SWN relied mainly on street sales in Windhoek. A few agents
distributed it to areas outside of Windhoek, and in Swakopmund
and Otjiwarongo the paper could be bought at European-owned
bookshops.®® Initially it sold for one shilling and then for six
pence a copy, “which is not quite economic to our people who
live below [the] subsistence level”.®® At the time, African
teachers earned around £20-30 per month, unskilled men
usually £12-207°, which made SWN an expensive paper to buy.”!
The Windhoek Advertiser, for that matter, cost three pence only.
As it quickly turned out, neither the money pledged by the
shareholders of the APC, nor the selling returns, nor the
advertisements were sufficient to cover the costs of the
newspaper. As has been pointed out by Zed Ngavirue in his
introduction to this volume, he and John Muundjua sent funding
proposals to various international agencies, including the UN.

With one exception, there was no response.’?

SWN targeted predominantly a African readership. It, however,
also tried to reach out to any European readers. A speech

delivered by Zed Ngavirue, for example, was published in a

German summary on the front page of the Sth issue. As the
newspaper was available in a few bookshops, some Europeans
did read it. One of them was Fritz Gaerdes, a German-speaking
teacher in Okahandja, who acquired 7- of the 9 issues.”> The
Allgemeine Zeitung on 16 March 1960 announced the launch of
a “new South West newspaper” and stressed the fact that “for the
first time in the history of the country a newspaper has seen the
light that is published by a non-white publishing house... and
edited by a non-white editor, Emil Appolus.”’* Ferdinand Lempp,
editor of the Allgemeine Zeitung until April 1960, continued to
report on the progress of SWN in his monthly magazine Der
Kreis, significantly dubbing it “Eingeborenenzeitung” (natives’
newspaper) here.”> In July 1960, he and Japie Basson founded
the shortlived South-West Party. It was primarily concerned
about the unity of the three European groups, with only a vague
appeal for a “fairer treatment of the non-White”.’0 SWN called
such loose concerns “a sort of liberal consideration for the so-
called ‘Coloureds’ and ‘Natives’”. (SWN 6/1) Still, Lempp had
to face criticism from his German readers for publishing a
magazine “too negrophile” in content.”” This only highlights the
rigid social and political segregation in the colony and the
prevailing racist ideology amongst the European population.
Ruth First aptly remarked in 1963 that “there has never been a

forum in the country for both White and non-White speakers”.”®
State action

Contrary to comments in historiography, SWN neither had to
face direct censorship, nor was it banned.” According to Zed
Ngavirue, the administration placed no obstacles to either the

registration of the African Publishing Company, or the



registration of the newspaper with the GPO. Neither were there
any means for the administration to read anything before it was
printed. Ngavirue thinks it a mere lack of interest on the side of
the administration that SWN did not face any direct state

intervention.8°

Yet, being African editors and reporters of an African company
in a racially segregated colony meant major obstacles for the
press venture. Not only was the financial position of the APC
severely restricted. Access to events and information was
deliberately restricted as well. As Zed Ngavirue has pointed out
in his introduction, a request by the APC to the Newspaper Press
Union of South Africa to be furnished with press identity cards
was turned down, as the membership to the Union was confined
to applicants of a company directorate “composed solely of
Europeans”.?! The Press Union suggested that the APC should
instead apply for identity cards with the Commissioner of Police.
Perhaps not incidentally, a SWN reporter was prevented from
attending a public lecture by the famous South African writer
Alan Paton in Windhoek organised by the Committee of the
S.W.A. Political Group. (SWN 6/1) A prominent member of the
committee was the editor of The Windhoek Advertiser, whose
paper in its report on the lecture did not refer to the incident at
all, though it does mention the presence of three members of the

South African Security Branch.??

State intervention was a general concern of SWN editors, and the
first editorial called upon its readers: “Let us make the
newspaper, and we care not who makes the laws or the religion.”
(SWN 1/2) The editors and supporters of SWN, and in fact the

whole network of political organisers mentioned above, operated

in an increasingly hostile climate of harrassment and raids,
following the shootings in the Old Location in December 1959.83
A series of raids took place in July 1960 and SWN reported on
the “reign of Terror [sic] character[i]zed by arrests, pass refusals,
dismissals from jobs, prohibition and deportation orders ... now
prevalent in the main towns of South West Africa.” (SWN 7/1)
The action came shortly after the formation of SWAPO in June
1960 and the appearance of Sam Nujoma at the hearings of the
UN Committee on South-West Africa in New York as yet another
Namibian petitioner.34 The declaration of a State of Emergency
in South Africa on 30 March 1960 after the Sharpeville and
Langa massacres no doubt had increased the hostile climate in
Namibia. Although formally restricted to areas in South Africa,
it in Namibia led to a “state of readiness” by the army and air
force units of the Citizen Force.®® At that time, Emil Appolus, the
first editor of SWN, had already found refuge in Katanga. SWN,
under the ironic heading “Emil Appolus Uripi?” (Where is Emil
Appolus?), published a photograph showing him in a meeting
with the Katanga President Moise Tshombe. (SWN 8/1)36

It was due to lack of funding that SWN collapsed after its 9th
issue in September 1960, and due to the increasingly insecure
lives of its editors and supporters, notably Zed Ngavirue
himself.¥” As he explains in his introduction to this volume, he
was dismissed by the municipality of Windhoek. He and his wife
fled the country in May 1961, giving testimony to the UN

Committee on South-West Africa in New York later that year.38
The alternative press in southern Africa

SWN was an independent African protest paper. As such it was

an alternative paper like many others in southern Africa at the



time. The alternative press was, as Shaun Johnson pointed out
with respect to South Africa, non-commercial, ie. “the profit-
motive was not the primary criterion for its establishment”.
Rather, “its raison d’etre is the fulfillment [sic] of a role within
resistance in South Africa. This category is sufficiently broad to
include a wide range of publications, all bound by the common
purpose of providing explicit or implicit political, social and
economic alternatives to the status quo ...”% South Africa could
already claim an established tradition of African journalism. The
1950s proved to be a heyday for the founding of African papers,
many of which were papers of political parties. They “gradually
embraced a popular, nonracial, nonsectarian and more militant
alliance of left-wing working- and middle-class interests.”°
They offered African readers a forum markedly different from
the exisiting European press. As Morris Broughton, editor of the
Cape Argus, noted in 1961: “For the South African press in
general, there are enormous sections of the population which,
except in calamity, disaster and politics, do not exist. Events
among them, their activites, pursuits, interest and aspirations are
not ‘news’.”! The alternative press, however, was constricted in
terms of funding, news coverage and numbers of readers. Hence
such papers were often only shortlived.”” SWN shared all these

constraints and features.

SWN was not the only protest paper to cease publication in 1960.
In South Africa, the alternative press virtually collapsed after the
declaration of the State of Emergency and the banning of almost
all critical newspapers and magazines.”> By 1962 “in South
Africa and the Central African Federation [Southern and
Northern Rhodesia and Nyassaland] there are no African-owned

papers (apart from a party sheet in Nyassaland).”®* In Namibia,

only few publishing ventures initiated by Africans seem to have
existed in the decades to come. In 1962 a “tabloid” called Unity
Wings, the first official mouthpiece of SWAPO, was distributed
in Windhoek by the SWAPO members Levy Nganjone and John
Ya-Otto.>> Its history as well as the history of any other
publishing enterprises by Africans in colonial Namibia, still has
to be written, as does the history of the publication ventures of
SWANU and SWAPO in exile.%

1. The contents of South West News

The alternative press constitutes, as Les Switzer has pointed out,

“ aunique political, social and literary archive”.”’ The alternative
press represented African communities to themselves and to the

colonial society at large. As such, alternative newspapers were

not mere political papers, and also SWN was not only a product

of the political activism of a small group of men in the Old
Location in Windhoek. It was also a newspaper concerned with
the everyday life of Africans. SWN purposefully addressed the
social and cultural worlds in which the political activities of
Africans were rooted. The remaining part of this essay examines
the contents of SWN, which gives us an impression of these

worlds.?®
The Old Location

The Old Location in Windhoek was an African town in a way that
no other place in Namibia was. It existed well before 1905 and
by the late 1950s was a vibrant location where Africans of many

backgrounds, including people from neighbouring countries,



lived.*® John Ya-Otto, who moved into the Old Location in early
1959, remembered it in 1982 as follows: .

Vast, crowded, the shanty town wrapped itself around the scrubby
hills of Windhoek's northern [sic] fringe, on the opposite side of
the city from the white suburbs. The wiry shrubs gave way to
houses made of cardboard, cloth, scraps of plywood, flattenend
oil drums and other makeshift building materials, thrown
together in no apparent order... You knew the streets, unmarked
and unnamed, only after you had lived in the Old Location for a
long time... Since it was impossible for a stranger to locate
anyone without asking, Africans with passbook problems also
Sfound refuge from the police there. In spite of the hardship, there
was a strange contentment with Old Location life; in the midst

of so much noise, a serenity.'%

Life in the Old Location, like in any other urban space,
was marked by social diversity. The first issue of the SWN,
for examplé, features an article about a modern dancing
competition, depicfs “Miss Windhoek” crowned at a beauty
contest and carries' an article on ‘traditional’ Herero dances.
(SWN 1/3) All three events took place in the location and enjoyed
great popularity. |

Dancing and beauty competitions

Public dances with modern bands were held throughout the
1950s, either at the Sybil Bowker Hall run by thé municipality,
or at the privately owned Gloria Hall where a European teacher
gave dancing lessons in 1958/9.'%' In 1960 an “all night jive
competition” was held at the Klein Windhoek Location Dance

Hall and a snapshot appeared in The Windhoek Advertiser.'"2 The

beauty contest of Miss Windhoek reported on in SWN took place
in November 1959 and was the second one to be held in the Old
Location.!® According to The Windhoek Advertiser, which also
reported on the event, it included a Dress Right Competition for
men and drew some 1.000 people! Judges were Zed and Bertha
Ngavirue and Rev. and Mrs. Ngcatshe whilst “the White judges
and pressmen as well as other interested people from town” were
refused permits by the municipality to attend the event.!® As
“Miss Windhoek”, Rosina Gawaxas-Boois, remembers,
European clothing shops provided the outfits, whilst the winner
was awarded with presents and a cash amount of 7 pounds.'®
Obviously then, such events drew the attention of Windhoekers
across the spatial-racial divide and it is perhaps not accidental
that the beauty contest in the Old Location was explicitly named

the “Miss Windhoek” contest.

Dancing events and beauty contests were typical social
expressions of the colonial society at large. In 1960, for example,
no less than three beauty contests took place amongst the
European population in Namibia and featured prominantly in
The Windhoek Advertiser: the “SWA Competition for the S.A.
Mannequin of the Year”, the “Miss South West Africa” and the
“Miss Railways for South West Africa” contests.!’ Beauty
contests in large African centres in South Africa were common
too, and Bertha Ngavirue was comparing the Windhoek contest
not to other local contests in the colony but to those held in South
Africa. SWN reported that she was “convinced that the young
lady would fare well on a Johannesburg stage.” (SWN 1/3)

The beauty contest as well as a “spectacular” dancing
competition (SWN 1/3) had been organised by the South West



Africa Progressive Association (SWAPA). According to SWN,
SWAPA also offered a scholarship for a student to study in South
Africa (SWN 1/1) and organsied a reception for students, at
which topics like “What Africans expect of Educated People”
and “Non-white inter-relationships” were discussed. (SWN 5/2)
All these issues, education and scholarships, beauty contests and
dancing events, were typical social manifestations of an aspiring
urban elite throughout southern Africa. African teachers,
clergymen, social workers, nurses and entrepreneurs were
looking for more ‘respectable’ ways of life amidst poverty,
insecurity and restricted social mobility.!?” Articles in SWN on
modern entertainment, on African literature as well as church
news, obituaries, wedding and birth announcements reflected the
interests and concerns of the small urban elite that was emerging
in the townships of central Namibia after World War IL198 It is
not surprising that when SWN reported on the marriage of “Miss
Windhoek” to Mr. Boois a couple of months after the beauty
contest, it emphasised: that the bridegroom “is one of [the] few
African Teachers in South West Africa who posses [sic] the
Higher Primary Teachers Certificate.” (SWN 6/2)

The ideology of self-advancement

The concerns and activities of the urban elite reflected a critical
ideology of self-advancement. This is best illustrated in the
address given by Zed Ngavirue to the 12th Annual African
Teachers’ Conference in Windhoek, which was published in the
5th issue of SWN. (SWN 5/2, 5/4) Its title is “Make You the
World More Beautiful” and its intent was a “Clean up
Campaign”. Ngavirue presented his audience with a summary of

a story by the American author Edward Bock. “This essay”,

Ngavirue maintained, “will reveal to you human determination
and efforts to better society.” It told the story of a young man who
was sent to a remote island inhabited by pirates and murderers
in order to ‘clean it up’. Within a year he established a court of
law. Yet, the island continued to be “a grim place”. Deciding that
“an ugly place is ugly only because it is not beautiful”, the young
man started to plant trees and lay out parks. This attracted more
and more people, including artists, to live on the island, and a

colony of nightingales.

Ngavirue had

chosen this essay hoping that it will encourage us to do
something towards the improvement of our own communities.
Our living conditions are deplorable. You have only to look
through the window to see what I mean — there you will see dirty
and untidy homesteads, heaps of rubbish and carcasses of dogs
and cats next to our water tanks; neglected cemeteries, ever dirty
communal lavatories and so forth. These conditions are not
conducive to progress.

He argued:

Lets not blame external factors only but take a critical attitude
towards ourselves. I know that other societies have under
oppression proved to be enterprising and progressive. (SWN
5/4)

As examples he not only referred to Afro-Americans but also the
“Afrikaners in South Africa [who] carried their little civilisation
wherever they went during their treks of the 19th century.” The
ruins of the houses built by Boers in the Kaokoveld in the 19th
century reminded Ngavirue of the fact that “no attempt of the
same kind has ever been made by our people.” He ended his

speech by critically asking his audience: “Is it really due to



conference of the organisation in 1960 was well covered. (SWN
5/1) |

All these concerns and activities — education, self-advancement
and modern entertainment — implied a vision of social change.
Not surprisingly then, SWN heralded the independence of the
Belgian Congo on 30 June 1960 not only with respect to its
changing political status, but also with respect to the clear signs
of social progress. A report submitted by Emil Appolus and,
significantly, published in Otjiherero stated:

It was not long after the desire for self-government had arisen
amongst the blacks that the Belgians surrendered the country to
them ... More so than in all other African countries there are
many rich blacks in the Congo. The blacks travel in fancy vehicles
and are into the world of business and banking. (SWN 5/1)
Africans in Namibia were denied such “enterprising and

progressive” possibilities. '
Traditional dances, funerals and commemorations

The diversity of social life in the Old Location is reflected by
articles in SWN on society news for a predominantly Herero
readership. The first issue carries an article about an event
classified as “traditional dances” — outjina and omuhiva dances.
(SWN 5/1) It reports that these dances had been performed in the
township by visiting “traditional dancers”, apparently men and
women from the rural area. A tape recording of the performance

was made and “the joke of the evening was that the person who

was doing the traditional dances wanted to listen to the.

recordings, whilst the audience wanted to listen to him/her.”

(SWN 1/3) Significantly, also this event drew a large crowd.

Obviously then, social life in the township was shaped by a
complex integration of modern and traditional, urban and rural

life-styles.

The event explicitly was concerned with Herero~ identity. Praise
songs performed along with the dances made reference to
historical events and places deeply inscribed into Herero
historical conciousness. One artist “sang about Okahandja
saying that ‘Ombongo mai umbua [The graveyard is being shot
at.]’”. (SWN 1/3) This brief verse draws on a couple of key
themes in Herero history: Okahandja was the residence of the
royal Maharero family until the Herero-German war of 1904.
From 1923, when Chief Samuel Maharero, who had lived in exile
in Botswana since 1904, was buried next to his forefathers in
Okahandja, the graveyard became the central place of an annual
commemoration. Organised by the Otjiserandu or Red Troop
movement, the event became a powerful “reoccupation of a
historical place and space, a political demonstration of Herero
unity and a spiritual confirmation of the Herero community.”!*?
The song performed in the Old Location in 1959/60 drew on this
symbolism. More specifically, it made reference to a conflict
between Herero leaders and the administration in the 1930s,
when the latter violated the gravesite by having a public
swimming pool built next to it. During that time the tombstone
was shot at.!'® This was regarded as a severe attack on the
symbolic centre of the imagined Herero ‘nation’. Performing
such a song in the Old Location obviously had as much to do with
public entertainment as with shaping a specific historical
consciousness and identity across generations and the

urlgan/rural divide.



Okahandja features prominently in the 9th issue of SWN with a
report on the 37th Maharero-Day, as the annual commemoration
became known. In contrast to a brief note on the event in The
Windhoek Advertiser, SWN provided a detailed and illustrated
report.!'” The event, as usual, was dominated by the various
Otjiserandu groups of men and women parading in uniforms and
on horses, whilst the key rituals performed were those along the
graveside of the Maharero family. The day was overshadowed by
the “December shootings [in the Old Location], the memory of
which haunts many an African in these days of unrest.” (SWN
9/4) Consequently, and in contrast to previous years, the service
at the Rhenish Mission Church was boycotfed. Participants
instead attended the service of the independent Oruuano
Church.!"® SWN noted that
the gap between the people and these white missionaries, the
German people or the white population as a whole ... is not the
result of the inhuman actions committed by the German soldiers
in the early days of colonialism in S.WA. ... The hatred has more
to do with the crazy‘ia'iology [sic] of apartheid. (SWN 9/4)
Of the choir songs performed during the ceremonies, the words
of most ... did not only reveal patriotism but the people’s desire
Jor freedom as well. (SWN 6/4)
The Maharero-Day and prominent Herero funerals like the burial
of Chief Josaphat Kambazembi at the Waterberg drew several
thousand people. (SWN 3/1) These events in fact were amongst
the largest public rituals taking place in the colony and were
geared by the Otjiserandu movement. Their networks straddled
the urban/rural divide and not only shaped social and cultural
identities, but firmly integrated people into Herero power
structures.'! The obituary on Chief Kambazembi mentions that

the late chief, who had lived in the Okakarara reserve, expressed

in his last letter his sympathy “in particular, to sections of the
Windhoek Location, quoting his blood ties with the sections.”
(SWN 3/1)120

Soccer

Urban identities were shaped in other domains of township life
as well. African sport was one of these domains, and soccer, in
particular, features regularly in the pages of SWN. As in many
parts of South Africa, soccer was the most popular sport amongst
urban Africans. All sports activities reproduced the racial
segregation of the colonial society at large, and African soccer
was organised by a separate Soccer Board.!?! SWN reported
exclusively on African soccer matches, though interestingly in

the lingua franca Afrikaans.

In 1960 approximately 20 African soccer clubs and teams existed
with names like African Stars'??, Etoshalion, Westminster,
Pepsicolla [sic], Augustineum, Carrygreen and Taxi. Some, like
the Tigers, existed already in the late 1930s!23 and played in well-
established contests like the Hoveka trophy, named after a well-
known Herero family.!?* Matches took place in various towns
each year and consequently required frequent travelling of the
teams and hence substantial resources. Each club or team had its
own colours, which were displayed during the matches by groups
of women.!?> Matches were highly competitive and could draw

large crowds.!?% According to SWN reporter Kamuingona, who

was a keen player himself, tournaments showed “skitterende

voetbal” (scintillating soccer), and individual players, like
“scoring machine Joe” of the African Stars or Salmon So Oabeb

of Pepsicolla, received all the admiration of the crowds. Of the



latter Kamuingona wrote: “Hy laat die skare op hul koppe loop
sodra hy die bal in sy besit kry.”” (He lets the crowds run on their
heads as soon as he gets the ball. SWN 7/4)

Soccer matches apparently provided a field of contest in other
respects as well. SWN published a letter which openly attacked
the “shameful picture” of “tribalism in sports”. With reference
to African soccer, Werner Mamugwe, a member of the
SWAPA 27 noted that

the composition of the teams in tribal units is intolerable to our
society as a whole. Although no restriction on the grounds of
tribe is made by any team when enrolling its members, in practice
it seldom happens that a team is multi-tribal. Thus all the ...

teams are respectively divided into the enthnic [sic] groups —
Herero, Damara, Nama, Ovambo, Coloured, etc.'?5... As a
logical sequence, matches between these teams are conceived by
the public in the spirit of inter-tribal competition, victory being
hailed as triumph over the inferior, a sign of tribal complex.

Threats which often result in violence are made ... [and]
sometimes reach an extent where it becomes impossible to
continue a match. (SWN 4/4)

Mamugwe reminded readers that “in our every day life we
proclaim to fight tribalism and racialism in every form they
appear, yet in this particular case we remain unconcerned” and
called for the “practical application” of the “ideal.” (SWN 4/4).

Without any further contextualisation it is impossible to
determine in how far such forms of ethnic mobilisation provided
a base also for political recruitment. However, SWN as a paper
promoting non-racialism and nationalism took the courage to

address them in public.

Discrimination

In the same vein, SWN published letters in which readers
reported on the daily discrimination experienced by Africans.
One reader complained that he had received a loaf of bread in a
bakery which was wrapped up in cigarette paper: “I told the
baker to wrap his sister’s loaf of bread in such a paper, or his
brother’s”. To this the editor commented that readers should
boycott such shops, reminding them “that there is not a single
place where you will be respected”. (SWN 3/4) Another reader
reported on the assault of a man in Okahandja by his employer,
adding: “Let us unite and fight oppression until it stops.” (SWN
5/4) A letter from the mining town of Oranjemund encouraged
workers that “we wiil pick the fruit from what we have worked
for.” (SWN 4/2)

Other letters directly critised the colonial administration. Louis
Nelengani complained about the spread of misinformation by the
Chief Native Commissioner, and condemned the administration
for their oppressive politics. (SWN 4/2) Shortly after having
written the letter, Nelegani was declared a banned person, which
led to his escape to New York.'?® A spokesman from SWANU
heavily criticised racist remarks made in public, and afterwards
printed in The Windhoek Advertiser, by the “Nationalist political
fascist” A.H.du Plessis, leader of the ruling National Party.
(SWN 9/6) This party was at the forefront of entrenching the
greater scheme of Apartheid and subsequently was held
responsible for the forced removals the residents of the Old

Location were confronted with.



SWN also reported on the plans of the municipality to build a
separate “Coloured township” in Windhoek. Its residents, in
contrast to those in Katutura, could buy plots and own houses
(SWN 1/1, 2/1), a policy which was hailed by the Secretary of
the SWA Coloured Organisation, A. J. Kloppers, as a means to
‘uplift the living-standard of the Coloureds’. (SWN 1/4) The
paper consequently concluded that in spite of the question “to
move or not to move [to Katutura], the situation is such that the
African has neither the right to improve his or her environment
nor the right to have a permanent dwelling in the urban area.”
(SWN 8/2)

Ombepo jo marundurukiro - the “Wind of Change”

For many residents in the Old Location, the events in 1959/60
served as the prime experience of Apartheid, which, as a
SWANU statement put it, “to the Africans is politically
unacceptable and objectionable! Economically it is reckless
suicide.” (SWN 2/2) Their experience became an important
source of enduring resistance and accelerated the growth of
African nationalism in Namibia. SWN tried to put these
developments into perspective by providing readers with

additional reports on national and international events.

The paper was relatively silent with regard to local European
politics, which no doubt reflected the fact that European
newspapers were widely read by Africans as well. It did report
on the formation of a new European party, the South-West Party,
and dismissed it as a party for “White unity” aiming for a federal
association with South Africa. (SWN 6/2) In turn, reports on

African politics in Namibia featured regularly, either in

connection to the issue of forced removals or in connection to
political parties like SWANU and OPO. In this respect, the paper
did not shy away from providing a platform for political debate
and dissent. For example, in a lengthy letter to the editor,
Nathaniel Mbaeva, a member of the Herero Chiefs’ Council and
initially Propaganda and Organising Secretary of SWANU,
commented on a serious political dispute developing in the
middle of 1960 amongst Herero and Mbanderu leaders about the
nomination of Clement Kapuuo as successor to the ailing Chief
Hosea Kutako. (SWN 8/2) The dispute led to a separatist line of
politics amongst Mbanderu leaders!'¥’, and at the same time
started to seriously affect relations between the Herero Chiefs’
Council and the newly formed SWANU.!48

Perhaps not incidentally, SWN titled its front page article in the
first issue “Kutako calls for unity”. Hosea Kutako was quoted as
calling on “the unity and co-operation that exists between the
different tribes and races of this territory”, in order to fight the
implementation by the administration of an “artificial barrier”
between the “Coloured people and the Africans of SSW.A.”
(SWN 1/1) Indeed, the nationalism of Kutako, which articulated
itself in the petition politics to the UN in the 1940s and 1950s,
came under increasing pressure as the politics of Apartheid and
ethnic exclusiveness were being implemented by the colonial
administration in the early 1960s.14°

Given the intense activities of the new nationalist parties in

. Namibia, SWN carried regular reports on the continental events

in the Year of Africa’s Independence. Perhaps most importantly,
SWN published extracts in Otjiherero of the “Wind of Change”
s'peech delivered by the British Prime Minister Harold
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Macmillan to the South African Houses of Parliament in
February 1960. (SWN 2/3 & 3/2) The profound impact of the
speech on African nationalism in southern Africa can hardly be
overestimated. As Tom Hopkinson, editor of the African
magazine Drum observed:

The speech we hadn 't thought much of was to play an important
part in the year’s events ... In the townships copies of
Macmillan s speech, cut from newspapers and pasted on to wood
or cardboard so that they could be read without falling to pieces,
had soon become treasured possessions. Read, re-read and
passed from hand to hand, they were familiar even in shebeens.
And within a couple of months Nationalist [Party] M.Ps would
be blaming Macmillan's words for the new spirit. of defiance
which had been shown, they said, at Sharpeville, and which
looked for a week or two as if it might break down the whole
artificial sturcture of apartheid, and bring a new order into
being in South Africa.'>°

In the spirit of this “Wind of Change” — the ombepo jo
marundurukiro — Zed Ngavirue, from the 3rd issue onwards,
edited the column “A glance at our Africa”. It provided readers
with a list of African countries that either were independent
already, would soon become independent, or still were colonies.
(SWN 3/3) The paper paid particular attention to the deepening
Congo crisis evolving around the independence of the former
Belgian colony in June 1960, with the secession of the province
of Katanga and the deployment of UN troops there. As Peter

Katjavivi noted, “the Congo crisis was used by the white-

controlled press in southern Africa to present African

independence negatively.”!*! In contrast to this, Emil Appolus, as

reporter on the spot, stressed the economic and social benefits

for Africans living in Katanga. (SWN 5/1). In connection to all
this, SWN reported regularly on the UN hearings in New York
on South West Africa. In contrast to reports in The Windhoek
Advertiser, SWN emphasised, over and over again, the
importance of UN Trusteeship as the political and legal
framework for ultimate independence. “You are for United
Nations Trusteeship”, the paper reminded its readers in a
comment on European liberals in Windhoek opposing the role of
the UN, and it pointed out “that the international struggle is
relatively dependent on the internal situation. So, watch Bloke!”
(SWN 6/2)

Conclusion

SWN, as the first independent African-owned and African-edited
newspaper in Namibia, was a nationalist protest paper and a
community paper. Although only in a limited way, the paper
offers a reading of the political, social and cultural worlds of

Africans, notably those living in the Old Location in Windhoek.

Obviously, additional research is needed to contextualise the
issues raised here. What does become clear, however, is that
besides poverty and oppression, political mobilisation and
resistance, African (township) life was just as much concerned
with urban entertainment and sports, education and self-
advancement, rural and urban relations. SWN indicates the vital
importance of cultural studies to be conducted in order to
understand the diverse frameworks of social and individual
actions at a time when political resistance became more
vigorous. A perspective that looks primarily at organised forms

ofresistance, as is the case with most studies for the period under



review, does not explain the multiple capacities and the ongoing
determination of people in shaping their social and political
environments.'>> SWN, as one of the very few public African
records of the time, reminds us of the complexities of social and

political action in colonial Namibia.
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The dances continued until four o’clock in the morning. On
Sunday they danced again. On the last day they danced to say
goodbye to the town in the presence of Katjikururume [Chief

Hosea Kutako]. This was a very happy event.

In Memoriam - Omazemburukiro
(SWN 1/4 - Otjiherero - Translator: Ebson Kapuuo)

In this space we remember our beloved ones who died last year:

The old lady Thusnelde Maharero died at the age of 74 on the
3rd of February 1959. She was well respected everywhere. In the
OTIJIRERA clan she was well respected, because she was the
daughter of a well known man who was buried at Okandjoze; his
name was Kandirikirira. She was married to our chief Alfred

Maharero®, who was buried at Mahalapye in Bechuanaland in
1943.

Thusnelde Maharero took ill while she was still a widow in
Bechuanaland, where her family had fled to in the gun [war] of
1904. But she thought of coming back home where she would be
buried. REST IN PEACE, OUR BELOVED ONE. WE WILL
ALWAYS REMEMBER YOU.

Our community was shocked by the sudden death on the 13th of
November 1959. On that day our beloved one was taken from us.

His name was Erastus Tjomujera Tjerije. Many people flocked

to the burial from different places like Tsumeb, Otjivanda
[Grootfontein], Otjituuo, Otjiwarongo, Omaruru, Ozonahi
[Waterberg], Okahandja, Epako [Gobabis], and many small

towns.
Thousands of them said: He was full of love, he was born a chief.
We extend our condolences to the widow Karo Tjerije and to his

father Fritz Tjerije, as well as to the entire ONGUATJINDU

clan.?

Mr. Ben Tunguru Huaraka [with photograph]
(SWN 1/4 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

Mr. Ben Tunguru Huaraka, a young Herero man, has been
awarded a bursary by the government of Ghana to study in
Ghana for four or five years. He is going to study for a B.Sc. and
teaching. 4
He is still waiting for his passport in Otjomuise
[Windhoek].There is also a financial difficulty, because he must
first pay £100 to the government of South West Africa. This is
his only difficulty. He already was supposed to be in Ghana in

February 1960, but has been delayed until today.’
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Ehungi ra MacMillan mo kapa
(SWN 2/3 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

Macmiilan’s speech in the Cape

[The “Wind of Change” speech delivered by the British Prime
Minister Harold Macmillan was translated/summarised from
English into Otjiherero by Zedekia Tjitana Ngavirue. He used the
version published in the Cape Times of 4 February 1960, p.6.
The Otjiherero summary makes a very conscious selection of
specific parts of the original text. The following translation was
done independently of the original text in order to give a closer

approximation to the style of the article.]

The British Prime Minister, Harold Macmillan, in his speech to
both Houses of Parliament of the Union has expressed his
gratitude to be able to speak on the occasion of the 50th

anniversary of the houses.
Thanks

Macmillan gave a lengthy speech. He said:*“This was the first
official tour of a Head of State of England and unfortunately it

has come to an end.”

He is very happy to have ended this trip in the Cape as it is the
gateaway to the East. He praised the country for its beauty and
stressed the unfortunate reality that he will soon have to leave.
He expressed his gratitude for the hospitality which he received.
This was a sign of the friendly relationship between them and all

the people of England.

50th anniversary

“I am honoured to be here in 1960 to mark the fiftieth
anniversary of the Union. This is the right time for people to look
back and see their achievements and also to fix their eyes on what
lies ahead. During the last 50 years the people of South Africa
have made big agricultural and economic efforts. During my visit
I saw something of the mining industry which is a great resource

for the wealth of this country.”
Close cooperation

Macmillan listed various industries in different cities of the
country. To him existing trade relations needed to be
strengthened. He said:“If you travel by train in the Union you will
use the railway lines build by Iscor which is in Pretoria. But
would you like to fly you will use the Viscount of England. This
is a good proof of good cooperation between nations. Britain has
always been your best trading partner and I believe that trade will

even increase.
Aid

To say more: The Union has contributed very much to the
international community. As a veteran soldier of the first World
War and as a minister under Churchill during the second World
War, I know very well the contribution of the Union by sending

soldiers to help during the war of liberation.”

Macmillan also acknowledged the contribution of the Union

during the Korean war and the financial contributions after the



second World War, when Malan was Prime Minister. “Until
today your leaders in government, trade and finances contribute

to international matters.

Your assistance to the underdeveloped African countries is a
great help to them. The entire Commonwealth and the countries
of the West appreciate this effort.” Macmillan listed the
organisations to which the Union is a member and he included
the UN. He also noted the visit of Mr. Low [sic - the Foreign
Minister Eric Louw] to Ghana. For him this was a sign that the
Union is far developed in the whole of Africa and must theréfore

play a major role in the new Africa.
Concern

“I noticed that everywhere in this country people are preoccupied
with what is happening in the rest of Africa. I appreciate this and

at the same time realise your anxiety about it.

Since the break-up of the Roman Empire, politics has been
marked by the strife for self-determination. This self-
determination took a different form in each state. Self-
determination and nationalism grew very strong in Europe. In the
20th century and at the end of the War, the processes that yielded
independence to most European states have become a global
phenomenon. We have witnessed the rise to nationhood amongst
people who have been subjugated for centuries. Fifteen years ago
this turn of events had spread through all over Asia. Many nations

arose and now the same is happening in Africa.

Self-determination

Since I left London a month ago I noticed the great desire
amongst the African states to rise to nationhood. The rise to self-
determination is different at different places, but the wind of
change [ombepo jo marundurukiro] is blowing everywhere on

the continent. Whether we like it or not, the rise to self-

determination is rooted in politics. Our policies must take -

recognition of this reality.

You of course know this much better than anyone else. You
originated from Europe and here in Africa you established
yourself as a new sovereign nation. In history you will be
regarded as the first nation to have risen to self-determination in
Africa. The wave of self-determination, which is now apparent
in Africa, grew in Europe and we are responsible for it. The
Western countries can be regarded as the forerunners of
providing knowledge that will improve human standards of
living, food production, communication services and most
important of all, the spread of education. As mentioned before,
the rise of self-determination in Africa is a reality, which we have
to accept as such. I would like to see that we come to terms with
it. If we do not succeed, the peace which exists between the East

and the West and which is a universal peace might be affected.

Division

The world of today is divided into three groups. The first group

is the Western one. The Union and Britain and the whole

Commonwealth belong to this category. These are the

democratic countries in America and Europe.



Secondly, there are the communist countries: Russia and its allies
in Europe, and also China which will be having a population of
800.000.000 in 1970.

Thirdly, we find the neutral countries and these are mainly in
Africa and Asia. I am convinced that the neutral group will either
Jjoin the East or the West. Will they be drawn into the communist
spectrum? Or will they retain their freedom and self-

determination and join the Commonwealth countries?
A question

The question is as to whether the military powers will be guiding
us, or as to whether political skills will guide us? The neutral
countries would like to see before they choose. What are we
going to show them? Each of the Commonwealth countries

needs to answer that question for itself.

(This speech will be continued in the next issue)

Translated by Tjitana Ngavirue

Tiji uri omututa
(SWN 2/4 -

Karuuombe/Zedekia Ngavirue)

Otjiherero - Translators: Barney

For the farmer

Cattle are very important, and ought to be treated as such. They

give us milk and meat. They plough and are used to draw wagons.

Cattle manure is used in our gardens. The dried dung is used for
making fire, and the fresh one for making the walls and floors of
our houses. The hides are used to make shoes, thongs and straps.
The horns are used for necklaces and so on. The bones are used
for making roughage for other animals. The cattle hooves are
used to make glue. It is therefore essential that you must treat

your cattle well.

The bull

A bull must only be kept for three years. After this period look
for another one, so that the bull does not have intercourse with
his own offspring. Should this happen, your calves will be very
weak. If you cannot buy another bull, exchange your male ones

for a bull with your friend.

Breeding

Avoid early breeding. Your heifers must meet a bull when they
are at least two years and three months old. Then your cows will
calve at the age of three years. It means that you must separate
your cows from the bull until the right time. The bull must be

used only at the age of two years.

A full-grown bull should be given forty cows, but a young two-

year old bull should be given only twenty-five cows.

Selecting

‘When selecting a bull, make sure it is a good one. Do not look

at its body only, but you must also look at its mother, because

some calves take after the mother of the bull.



Your calves should be castrated before they are six months old.

Cattle are like game, they prefer to go out grazing and drinking
early. Therefore, cattle should be let out early in the morning and
should not be brought back to the homestead before sun-set,
because cattle graze in the morning while it is cool, and in the

late afternoon when heat has abated.

Yours, the farmer

Ehungi ra Macmillan mo Kapa
(SWN 3/2 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

Macmillan’s speech in the Cape

(last section)

[The “Wind of Change” speech delivered by the British Prime
Minister Harold Macmillan was translated/summarised from
English into Otjiherero by Zedekia Tjitana Ngavirue. He used the
version published in the Cape Times of 4 February 1960, p.6.”
The Otjiherero summary makes a very conscious selection of
specific parts of the original text. The following translation was
done independently of the original text in order to give a closer

approximation to the style of the article.]

For those countries inhabited by various groups, our wish is that
they become a community. This problem is not only confined to
Africa and it is not only a problem for the white minority alone.

In Malaya [Malaysia] the whites are in a minority and there are

more Malaysians and Chinese. Yet, these two groups need to
work together. The Malaysian nation will be dependent on the

cooperation between these two groups.

The position of England on the issue of racial discrimination has
been clearly expressed by Mr. ["omuhona”] Selwyn Lloyd [the
Foreign Secretary] in his speech to the UN on 17 September
1959.

These were his words:

”For the multi-racial countries I would like to see that people live
together in peace and not in tension and all the nations should
contribute to the welfare of these countries. We despise the
assumption of race superiority. Our laws advocate equality, and
we strive for a world in which the blacks, whites, Asians and
people of the Pacific and others will have autonomy within the
confines of their territories, and where racial discrimination will

be replaced by a spirit of nation-building.”

In conclusion allow me to say this. I have spoken frankly about
the differences between our countries and the difficulties which
we are faced with. These differences are well-known, but yet they
are matters of controversy. I would be a liar if [ would have been
silent on them. It would have been as if these things do not exist.
Let the differences not weaken the many things we have in

common, though.

The Commonwealth countries do not always agree on every
issue. The strength of the Commonwealth community lies in the
fact that it is an association which does not exploit. It is an

association of independent and autonomous states. Each state is



autonomous, but it works in tune for the mutual interests of all.
Such differences might not be permanent. They might disappear
with time. Our duty is to see them in perspective against the

background of our unity.

But for us who are having the chance of making laws, we must
bear in mind that we are passing shadows, we are not eternal. We
do not have the right to break the friendship between our nations.
It is not only for us to do what we wish. There is an old saying
which goes: it is for those who are alive, and also for those that

are dead and for those to come.”

Let us fight the differences, but let us also see beyond them in
the light of the future. I hope that in the next 50 years we will
reflect on our differences as things of no real importance. Just as
years will pass by, and generations are replaced by others, the
problems and difficulties of people will continue to change and
disappear. May we keep these truths to build not to destroy. Let
us also remember that weakness is caused by division. Strength
comes from unity.

(The speech ends here.)

Letter to the Editor
(SWN 3/4 - Otjiherero - Translator: Ebson Kapuuo)

Dear Editor,
Please allow me a space in our newspaper, SOUTH WEST
NEWS:

I cannot understand why a living person should be given a loaf
of bread which he has bought from the shop, wrapped up in
cigarette paper. At Epako (Gobabis) I came into a bakery and
bought a loaf of bread and the baker wrapped it up in a
”Westminster 85 paper. I told the baker to wrap his sister’s loaf

of bread in such a paper, or his brother’s.

ISIE KARAKURA
WINDHOEK

ED.:

SOUTH WEST NEWS is against such discriminatory methods,
and it is better to avoid going fo such shops. They are known for
such practices. Let us stop going to where we are despised. Let
us remember that there is not a single place where you will be
respected. One must always try to remind the shop owner kindly
to wrap his foodstuffs in clean paper: Vou dit asseblief in skoon
papier; Bitte in sauberes Papier einpacken; Please wrap it in

clean paper.

KOVAUAMBO MU SOUTH WEST AFRICA
(SWN 3/4 - Oshiwambo - Translator: Ebson Kapuuo)

To all Ovambo in South West Africa

We the Ovambo have decided to stand together in the O.P.O.

‘[Ovamboland People’s Organisation] We have formed the

organisation on the 19th of April 1959.



The aim of the organisation is to solve the problems of all blacks
in the country. We want O.P.O. to be known to the outside world
and therefore want the blacks in S.W.A. to stand together and to

support the organisation.

I would especially like to inform the Ovambo that the door for
freedom is open for you. Please note: Every animal has blood in
its veins, but if the blood dries up, that animal will die, and that

will be the case with O.P.O. Then the organisation will die.

If the group has no money we will achieve nothing. Gentlemen:
Let us try to save every cent. Money is very important. Without
money in this modern world you can do nothing. Thank you to

those who support the organisation and who are cooperative.

[Louis] NELENGANI

In most cases it is good for the visiting teams to learn from the
local ones, but likewise the locals must learn from the visitors

too. This then must be the spirit of ”’sports”.

You ask why it is like that? The visiting team was not allowed to
play rugby, soccer, tennis, golf, cricket, netball and other sports

against the blacks.
All these games are meant for physical exercise, yet blacks are
not allowed to learn things from other countries. Only the whites

are entitled to all those privileges.

Many thanks to the good readers of sport games mentioned

above. [unclear reference]

D[avid] MERORO

Omutarere Uo M‘ﬁnjando
(SWN 3/4 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

Sport fans

The local teams have been denied learning something important
from a team from New Zealand called the ”All Blacks”, which
came to play various matches in the Union of South Africa, as
well as in South West Africa. I think that it would have been very
good for all local teams, those of the whites and those of the

blacks, to learn from the visitors.

OSHIGUANA NKENE SHINA OKUISILA
OSHIMPUJU SHOSHENE
(SWN 4/2 - Oshiwambo - Translator: Ebson Kapuuo)

How the nation should look after itself

Clever people, or people who want to look after themselves, have
come to improve their living standards. How can we combat
poverty which destroys the people. The main targets which have

been decided on in meetings are:

a. To eliminate famine in the land, amongst people and livestock.

b. Cleanliness in the land and the consequences of untidiness.



The meetings revealed that in the beginning it is always difficult,

but it was believed that it would be possible to achieve a success.

People have conducted meetings and have chosen people with
good ideas to form advisory councils, and they would advise free
of charge. If there is no one available, the chief and his council

would choose people.

After they have chosen a council, the king will say: God the
Almighty hath chosen a competent person who will carry the

burden for us and who will eliminate hunger amongst the poor.

You people of the earth, remember we will pick the fruit from
what we have worked for. In other words, we shall get good
things. The success will be achieved. You will rest, but you must
collect money to pay for the workers and to buy apparatus. [ am

ready to support energetic people.

J.S.Shoombe,

Oranjemund

TJIURI OMUTUTA
(SWN 4/4 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

For the farmer

Take good care of your cattle. Farmers sometimes neglect their
responsibility towards their animals. If you want your cattle to

be healthy, you must first know them very well. Know the

behaviour of your cattle in respect to grazing, drinking and all
their habits.

If the cow has changed its grazing pattern, it means that it is sick.
A healthy cow feeds well on its own. Another symptom is that
a sick cow separates itself from the rest. The skin of a sick cow
becomes rough and thin. The eyes of healthy cattle are always
clean and bright. This is not the case with a sick animal, whose

eyes are full of tears.

Let us bear in mind that the animals themselves will never tell us
if they are sick. For this reason the owner must always examine

them closely.

Diseases

High blood pressure: An animal suffering from this disease often
eats bones. It becomes lazy and loses appetite. The fore-legs
become weak, the animal as a result wants to lie down. Later the
hind legs, too, become weak, and the animal starts to struggle to

stand. Saliva runs from its mouth.

Healing: It is better to prevent the disease than to cure it. Give
your animals bone meal if they stay in an area where high blood
pressure is predominant. The bone meal prevents cattle from
eating bones and carcasses. Feed bone meal in autumn or at the
beginning of the dry season. Try to buy vaccines and treat your

cattle with these.

Spleen: People as well as livestock develop spleen. Cattle with

spleen die very soon as there are few noticable symptoms.



Animals attacked by this disease run a high temperature. They
have breathing difficulties and excrete blood. When it is dead the
blood becomes black. Do not touch an animal which dies

because of spleen, as you as well might be infected.

Healing: Spleen is only cured by injection. Make sure your cattle

are vaccinated every year.

Black quarter: It attacks young cattle and is not easily noticeable
before the death of such an animal. The symptoms are as follows:
The animal becomes stiff, the joints and thighs become swollen.
Those swollen spots feel warm and burst open if pressed with a

finger.

Healing: Vaccination against the disease is the best prevention.

Your animals must be vaccinated once a year.

Yours, the farmer

OUHUURA uo KONGO UAJANDA
(SWN 5/1 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

The colonisation of the Congo has ended
(Article send by Emil Appolus to the “Golden City
Post”[Johannesburg])

On Thursday night, 30 June 1960, the colonisation of the Congo
has ended after 80 years. On that day about 15 million Congo
citizens gained their independence and the right to self-

determination.

The Congo is not like the unfortunate countries which the
English refuse to leave. The Belgians have developed the Congo
like Belgium itself. They never expected to be chased out of the
country. The material wealth was never taken away to the land of
the colonisers. Cities such as Elizabethville, Stanleyville and

Leopoldville have been developed like cities in Europe.
Rich blacks

It was not long after the desire for self-government had arisen
amongst the blacks that the Belgians surrendered the country to
them. The Belgians had realised that this would strengthen ties
between the two countries. More so than in all other African
countries there are many rich blacks in the Congo. The blacks

travel in fancy vehicles and are into the world of business and
banking.

The rumours that many whites are leaving the country are not
true. The whites that are in fact leaving are those ones that were
in government employment and do not have another option.
According to Jacques Leroy, a journalist from Elizabethville,
’the whites are not bothered by who is ruling the country. What

is important to them is the prosperity of their businesses.”
Welensky should forget

The whites in Rhodesia are saying that ”’to have the Congo near
you is like having a wound in the flesh”. The rumour that says
that the wealthy Katanga area will unite itself with Rhodesia is

false.



Sir Roy Welensky® should forget such a thing. According to Emil
Appolus some people in Northern Rhodesia are working with the
people of the NConakat” - Confederation des Association du
Katanga - of Moise Tshombe. If the endeavour of Kenneth
Kaunda to gain independence in October succeeds, he might
form an association with Katanga. This then will form the richest

copper-producing country.

The independence of the Congo has come at the most unexpected
time. The people therefore did not arrange in advance as to who
is going to do what in the new government. Nevertheless, the
Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba has the confidence to prove to

the world that they will rule the country.

Letter to the Editor
(SWN 5/4 - Otjiherero - Translator: Ebson Kapuuo)

Dear Editor,

I hereby let you know that Mr Herman Tjiurutue was assaulted
on the night of the 20th of June 1960 in the street of Okahandja
by his employer. He was accompanied by a friend and later

joined his employer and another white man.

On the way the employer oft-loaded him and he was beaten up
for no apparent reason. Mr Tjiurutue reported the case and his

employer was fined £30.

Dear Compatriots, my reason for reporting this incident is for
you to see the heavy burdens we have to bear. Let us unite and

fight oppression until it stops.

Thank you.
N. Kaunatjike
Okahandja.

Omuhoolile Omushangi
(SWN 5/4 - Oshiwambo - Translator: Ebson Kapuuo)

Dear Editor,

We are thankful for the newspaper we are now receiving. Who
has ever thought of that? Now we can raise our problems in
Ovambo, Herero, Nama, Hottentot [sic] and Coloured so that we

can tell our fellow friends that God can hear and answer us.

M.D.N. Kaluvi.
Box 553, Windhoek.




TENGA KU ). P KARUAIHE!
(SWN 5/4 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

First come to J.P.Karuaihe!

A hawker that has everything

His service is excellent

Good cooperation with the people

Aminuis Reserve

3. To use a Christian doctrine and Western ethics in order to give
a fairer treatment of the non-whites.

4. To bring quick development to the country and its people.

5. To promote democracy.

6. To promote friendly and respectful international relations.

(More information about this party wil be provided in our next

edition.)

OTJIRA OTJIPE
(SWN 6/1 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

New Party

On Tuesday evening, 19th of July 1960, the leader Japie Basson,
who is also a member of Parliament, together with F. Lempp,
who was the Editor of a German newspaper, both formed a new

political party: ”South West Party”.

One of their objectives is to unite all the whites in this country.
The whites are those people who speak Afrikaans, English and
German. Furthermore they are contemplating to have a fairer

treatment of blacks and coloureds.

This is their program:

1. To unite the whites, and to secure that the people of the three
main languages spoken will rule the country together.

2. To establish a constitutional law in the country and fight for

an association with the Union.

UAZUVA?
(SWN 6/1 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

News (Did you hear?)

Mr. Kaapama had a car accident with Mr. Mberirua’s vehicle in
the Okakarara district. Gabriel Tjakuva died as a result of the

accident.

Ceylon has a lady Prime Minister. Mrs. Bandarenaika, the first
lady Prime Minister in the world, is the widow of the late Prime

Minister of Ceylon, Mr. Bandarenaika, who was assassinated.

The Windhoek Municipality has been asked to conduct talks
with the people about a possible re-opening of the beerhall and
the bioscope [in the Old Location]. At the same meeting there
was a request that Mr. Joshua Kamberipa and Mr. John
Mungunda should no longer represent the people of the Old

Location.?



I -]

In Rhodesia severe riots broke out. The Prime Minister of
Southern Rhodesia has suspended all meetings and assemblies

in Salisbury for three months.

In Memoriam - Omazemburukiro
(SWN 6/4 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

In memory of our teacher Mr. Boas Pakarae, who was buried on
Tuesday, the 5th of July.

The nation has lost a teacher as a result of his untimely death.

Mr. Pakarae had been a teacher since 1936.

He taught in Aminuis, Epukiro and in Windhoek at the St.

Barnabas School. All his ex-students are mourning his departure.

May God bless his relatives, his wife and his children.

OUO VATJA NAI
(SWN 7/1 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

They said this
The three delegates of our country to the UN, Mr. Jariretundu

Kozonguizi, Mr. Sam Nujoma and M. Mburumba Kerina have

requested the UN to stop Union rule in our country.

In their speeches they highlighted the December shootings [in
the Old Location]. They mentioned the irregular dealings of
Justice Hall.!” They raised the issue of the forced removals and
the various forms of oppression. Kerina pointed out that our
country is ruled by wrong leaders. Viljoen is a governor who does
not care for the blacks at all. Mr. van der Wath always refuses to
pay his workers and Mr. Bligenaut told the people in
Ovamboland that there is a pastor and a young man from Walvis
Bay who want to give the country to China, Russia and India.
There are also leaders like Snyman who said that ”those who do

not obey will feel it.”

Amongst all these leaders, no one’s behaviour or intellectual
capacity can be equated to that of our leaders such as Chief
Kutako and Captain Witbooi and Chief Muala.

Mburumba [Kerina] also said that the Union government has
wrongly claimed that there would be an investigation into the
shootings. The investigation commission is not aimed at
unveiling the truth. ’I would not for any reason bother about the
Hall report, but I assume that the Union government wants to
mislead the UN with it.

”As fas as what has been said about myself: I have committed
myself to fight oppression and I shall never surrender, our road
is one: To remove the Union government. That is why we plead
for the UN to help us. I conclude with a vote of thanks to the
Committee and its efforts to make known to the world the

developments in our country.”




Ojo Jatja Nai
(SWN 7/1 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

It said this

The UN Committee after having investigated the issue, said the

following:

1. It ridiculed "apardheid” [sic]

2. Itdecided to demand the return of those people who have been
banned.

3. Help should be provided to the Old Location.

4. The Union must withdraw its troops.

5. Living conditions amongst blacks should be improved.

6. The Union government must repatriate those Herero who fled
to Bechuanaland.

7. 1t pleaded to the international community to provide

educational opportunities to the people of South West Africa.

Letter to the Editor
(SWN 7/2 - Otjiherero - Translators: Ebson Kapuuo/Zedekia

Ngavirue)

Dear Editor,

kindly allow me a space in our newspaper ”South West News”,
Compatriots who live in the country-side, stop asking visitors for
news about what is happening in the country. Sometimes there
will be someone who will not tell the truth. Sometimes there will

be someone who will say: Windhoek has been set on fire and this

will make the people run into the holes and be attacked by

porcupines.

Let us hear everything from our own paper, ”South West News”,
which will tell you the truth.

E. H Meroro,
Okondjatu

UAZUVA?
(SWN 7/3 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

News (Did you hear?)

1. The government will introduce pass books like those in the

Union.

2. Ghana launched an economic boycott against the Union’s

exports last Monday.

3. Dahomy, which was colonised by France has regained

independence.

4.The UN Secretary Mr Dag Hammarskjold will visit the Union.
SWANU has appealed to meet him, but their request was turned
down, as he apparently will not be allowed to meet private

individuals.



in Scotland in May and his remains have not yet been found.'!

OUTA STORE
(SWN 7/4 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

OUTA STORE

H.A. Kaura & Brothers

Outa.

You will receive the best service here;

Prices are also good.

OSTORA OKAKARARA
(SWN 7/4 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

Okakarara Store
H.Riigheimer

We are selling good items for the Herero.

100 5. Dr. Fischer, better known as "Mapiu” of Aminuis, disappeared Emil Appolus Uripi?

(SWN 8/1 - Otjiherero - Translator: Ebson Kapuuo)

Where is Emil Appolus?

Many people are asking us as to where Emil Appolus, who wrote
the first ”South West News” with some others from the African
Publishing Company, currently is. Mr. Appolus was also a
member of SWANU when it was founded. Mr. Appolus’ wife
was expelled whilst she was pregnant. With great difficulties they
reached Bechuanaland, from where they proceeded to Rhodesia.
The political parties, as well as the inhabitants of the countries,
welcomed them. They were assisted by the inhabitants -of
Rhodesia in order to reach the Congo. Today they live in
Elizabethville, which is the capital of Katanga. Mr. Appolus
wrote to us from there and informed us that his wife gave birth
to a son and that he got a very good job. He also told us that

nurses are well paid there.

In the photograph a meeting is depicted which was convened by
the leader of Katanga, Mr. Moise Tshombe. He is sitting in the
centre whilst Mr. Appolus is on his right side.




Mbaeva Okeri Matja Nai
(SWN 8/2 - Otjiherero - Translator: Ebson Kapuuo)

Mbaeva is there, he has this to say

This article was written by Mr. Mbaeva from where he was
banished by the government. He refers to many different things

and appeals to anybody to respond or challenge his words.
Dear Editor,

many thanks for providing me with a space in your paper. I want

to mention some important facts.
Activities

For the past twelve years I thought of a church to be built for the
Herero people in order to unite them, so that no one else could
speak for them to God. In 1955 we built our own church!? and

elected one of the leaders to be its head.

In the beginning there was no one to hold a meeting. The
inhabitants had no right to elect their own leaders. [unclear
references] I was the one who fought for this and consequently
I was brought before the court. I wanted our own rights to be
restored to us. I wanted the boardman Mungunda to be replaced

by Mr. Tjingaete and Mr. Tjiueza.

As a voice of our nation since 1956, I tried to unite our nation so

that the people could work together.

I was one of those who found out that there should be a political
party. So SWANU was founded in 1959. After SWANU was
founded, those who failed to get seats in SWANU established
their own party which they called SWANO.!? This was done
while I was away. The day I came back to Otjomuise [Windhoek]
I was invited by the two parties and their leaders to come and
attend their meetings. In every meeting I was told that I had been
elected as a leader. I didn’t accept any of the offers as I realised
that it would cause a split and that a row would occur between
the two parties. For this reason I convened two meetings
separately, including the whole community. The leaders of both
parties were invited as elders of the Herero nation. The reasons
for these two meetings were to find out why there was a split
between the two parties. What I said at these meetings was this:
I, as a member of our nation, didn’t want to be misled by you.
After further investigations it was found out that the rift between
the two parties was caused by those who wanted to be the leaders.
SWANO was done away with and only SWANU alone existed.
An election was held amongst the members of both parties as to
who would be the leaders, a vote was cast, the members of
SWANU won the election, and so I was elected as ”Propaganda
and Organising Secretary”. After some time a small party was
formed, which was named ”African Freedom Movement”. This
party was formed by those who didn’t get seats in SWANU. Let
us guess as to why this party was formed. That party was formed
by the people who did not get seats in SWANU. After that there

were people who were against the activities of SWANU.
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Unbelievable

SWANU is there to fight for the freedom of our country and
other countries which are under the same oppression. If there are
people who object to the SWANU activities, then they are
fighting against their own freedom. This is not strange. The
leaders of SWANU were elected by our fathers and mothers who
know the actions of each and everyone, and they elected those
whom they trust. Now I wonder why some people object to the
SWANU movement.

They ran away

The day when the women marched to the Government buildings
to protest against the forced removals'4, those people [mentioned
above] were also present, but they ran away, leaving me alone
amongst the women who were threatend by guns. The police told
the women to disperse within five minutes, or otherwise they
would be shot at. I struggled alone to disperse the women. When
the case was brought before the court they were hiding behind
the bushes. Fortunately the brave [Uatja] Kaukuetu came to the
scene and I was no longer alone. But today they say I am not fit
to be a leader. At the day of the shootings they were present but

they ran away leaving me alone with Uatja [Kaukuetu].

As a founder of SWANU, I struggled a lot to unite the different
tribes without segregation and irrespective of their residential

areas. I told the inhabitants of the Old Location to boycott the

“bar”, the “bus” and the bioscope, and they did as I told them in

Otjomuise [Windhoek].

Appointment

Every tribe has the right to elect a leader. The appointment of C.
Kapuuo [as successor to Chief Hosea Kutako]!®> was good, but
the words which were spoken were not good. It was said:

(a) The Ovambanderu are trying to get the chair of Maharero by
forcel;

(b) Let them get their own chair;

(c) On account of such stupidity they have lost their chair in

Epukiro.

It is a very pathetic assumption to argue that Katjikururume
[Chief Kutako] is only a leader of a specific group. If there is one
who is wise, let him tell Katjikururume to stand aloof'in all these

things, as they give him only more trouble.

Your servant
N[athaniel] Mbaeva!’

UAZUVA KUTJA
(SWN 8/3 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

News, news (Did you hear?)

The police headquarters in Pretoria contemplate increasing the
power of the police in the Union as well as in South West. This
would mean the following: Interested whites will receive police
training so that they can assist the police during emergency

situations. With emergency situations they mean the situation



such as that of last year’s shootings. South West News would like
to know what has brought all this fear?

Mr. Lumumba, the Prime Minister of Congo, has stated that if
the UN does not attend to his request, he will send his troops to

Katanga and reintegrate the region into his country.

Two independent A frican countries want to take the Union to the
International Court of Justice over the South West Africa issues.
The two countries are Liberia and Ethiopia and these countries
had been members of the League of Nations. The League of
Nations had entrusted South West Africa as a mandate to Britain.
South West News wishes these countries every success in their

endeavours.

The Russians are providing a jet for Mr. Lumumba. The
inscription on the jet reads "Republic of Congo”. The Russian
government has also sent medical doctors to the Congo. These
doctors will not be working under the UN but under the Congo

government of Mr. Lumumba.

Mr. B. Blignaut, the Native Commissioner in South West Africa,
has asked permission from the Elders in Ovitoto to remove all
the youths who are involved in politics from Otjomuise
[Windhoek]. He wants to chase them to the reserves. He said that
the children who are sent to schools in towns leave the schools
saying that they are going to work, but they only end up in
political activities. This would result in more problems for

municipal authorities and for the government at large.

OMBURUMA
(SWN 8/4 - Otjiherero - Translator: Ebson Kapuuo)

Fear
Dear Editor,
please include this in our paper.

On the 31st of July, a Sunday afternoon, two visitors and I met
Mr. G. Dickmann on the way to Grootfontein. Mr. Dickmann told
me to be very careful on the way since there is an elephant on the
road ahead. After I and Mr. Katjaukore drove about 6 miles we
saw a big elephant with long tusks standing only a small distance
from the road. Mr. J. Katjaukore and I were driving fast to get
away from the danger. When [ wanted to reduce the speed I heard
different voices from different languages. The Herero said: There
he is coming: Drive fast! The Ovambo said: ojojo! ojojo! There
he is coming. The Damara said: Please help me, mother. I was
so frightened that I thought the animal was going to overtake the

car.

After 10 minutes there was silence. The Lord saved us from the
danger.
E.G. Ndjiharine

Tsumeb




104 CASH STORE

(SWN 9/5 - Oshiwambo - Translator: Peter Mbenzi)

CASH STORE
P.O. Ondangua - Ovamboland

Next to the compound:

We serve African nations;
good upbringing, nice service,

for all the needs of the new generation.

Otjira Ngunda Atjiripo Omuhoko Opuuri

(SWN 9/3 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

Whilst the organisation exists, the nation is there

Mr. Kapuuo in his speech at Okahandja thanked the Otjiserandu
organisation'® for preserving their traditional duty of taking the

people to the graves of their fallen leaders for 37 years.

Further on he said that it is good for the nation to have a special
day for commemoration as the Russians have the 7th of
November and Ghana the 6th of March. In his greetings he said:
”If two things are always together and if the one is missing
the remaining one looks unusual. So I believe that if the

[Otjiserandu] organisation is there, the nation is there”.

Omajuva Ongeriuo Numbomueze Omburiuo

(SWN 9/6 - Otjiherero - Translator: Ebson Kapuuo)

The right date and the right month

Men, women and children came to commemorate the day of their
chiefs. They brought their leader along, Mr. W, H. Kaukuetu, the
Major-General'®. He was in charge of the Windhoek and Gobabis
troops. Other groups were led by:

Otjingrine from Windhoek - Mr. Uanivi.

Otjizemba (Omaruru) - Mr. Leonard Nautoro and Mr.

Ndjavera.??

Other leaders where Konich David Ros?' and Stefanus
Maritjituavi. There was also Mathews Karipose who gave us a
very important greeting. We shall also not forget Mathews
Maharero who introduced us to his fathers. There were many

others whom we cannot name here.

Competition

There was a tough competition at the Kommando??. Rev. W.
Mbapumbua allowed the children of Okahandja to sing various
songs. Many people who were standing at the back enjoyed the
singing and said that had there been a trophy, Mr. Kambaekua
would have won it. Mr. Kandjii was ahead of those who were
singing. Mr. Mbahuurua delivered a very good speech to the
nation. Mr. Tjoutuku was the one who followed Mr. Kandjii. The

band which consisted of trumpets made the people weep,



especially Mr. Nguapia. If Mr. Nguapia weeps what else will you

say?

A joke

In Windhoek on Saturday before the eventful Sunday, some
seven-year old children approached Mr. Kazondunge asking that
his bus take them to Okahandja. The fare? One shilling per child,

they offered. Where have you ever heard such?

ET)O?
(SWN 9/6 - Otjiherero - Translator: Ebson Kapuuo)

Is that sb?

It was learned that the letter which was written by SWANU to
Chief Hosea Kutako was handed over to Rev. Karuaera to read it
to the chief and to those present. Rev. Karuaera told the chief not
to listen to those peopie as he has his own people who could
always advise him. The chief did not take notice of this request
and he said that SWANU had told him earlier that there was
imminent danger which is coming to him. (This was the visit of
De Wet Nel.) The chief was aware of that visit. From that day the

chief gave me this name.[unclear reference]

SWANU Official
Windhoek

Otjirumbu Katjirumbu ... Omuvapa Kamuvapa.
(SWN 9/6 - Otjiherero - Translators: Ebson Kapuuo/Zedekia

Ngavirue)
A whiteman is not a white man
Dear Editor of our newspaper,

I am asking for a space in our paper. Please bring this to the
notice of all the readers. Is the time not yet ripe to know that there

is no difference between white and black other than the colour?

I am referring to those who say a white man is superior to the
black man. Please note that a white man is white in colour but
not in wisdom. It is wrong to believe that you must sell your
black ox cheaper than a white ox. Where there is a clever white

man there is also a clever black man.

"HINAVANDU”

Eziriro Ku Mbaeva
(SWN 9/6 - Otjiherero - Translators: Ebson Kapuuo/Zedekia

Ngavirue)
Answer to Mbaeva
Two weeks ago, South West News published a letter which was

written by Mr. Mbaeva.?* Therefore everybody is at liberty to

answer or to challenge the views of Mr. Mbaeva. Now Mr. Z.A.
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106 Kamusuvise of Windhoek has written an answer to that letter.

Dear Editor,

please give me a space in your paper.

Questions

Dear Mr. Mbaeva, I thank you very much for your valued letter
which you published in South West News of the 20th of August.
Mr. Mbaeva, please tell me the names of those people who were
with you when you went to rescue some women at the
government building.* You ought to know because you are a

good leader. Please mention their names.

Tell me the names of those people who were shot dead [during
the shootings at the Old Location]? because there was no one
else other than Kaukuetu and you. I believe no one died
accidentally but all died for the cause of all. Please give me their
names and tell me the distance [of those shot] from the office

because you were there.

Send

As for the beerhall you claim has been closed because of you,
you were sent by us. You were only carrying out the instruction

of the people.

The beerhall you are referring to is still closed because of the

stand we have taken as the leaders of the people. Had the bar been

closed on account of your actions it would be open now that you

Z.A. Kamusuvise
P.O.Box 540
Windhoek

MUNA!
(SWN 9/6 - Otjiherero - Translator: Barney Karuuombe)

Take Note!

If you send us 10 Shilling you will get 20 copies of your ”South
West News”.

Write to

African Publishing Company

P.O.Box 2829

Windhoek




Spelling mistake in the original: The noun should read “omuhiva”. For
an analysis of these dances see the essay of Dag Henrichsen in this
volume.

This is a reference to Chief Samuel Maharero.

Alfred Maharero, born 1881, was a son of Chief Samuel Maharero.

The Tjerije family is closely related to the Kambazembi chiefs of the
Onguatjindu clan. The father of the deceased, Fritz Tjerije, at that time
was an influential headman in the Waterberg East Reserve.

Tunguru Huaraka fled Namibia in March 1960 when the South African
government refused to provide him with a passport. He initially attended
High School in Ghana before enrolling with the University of Ghana as
a law student. Personal communication from Tunguru Huaraka,
29.4.1997.

The original text is published in A.N. Porter & A.J.Stockwell British
Imperial Policy and Decolonization, 1938-64.Vol. 2, 1951-64. UK, 1989,
pp. 522-531. Special thanks to Christopher Saunders aﬁd Marion Wallace
for providing me with the texts.

The original text is published in A.N. Porter & A.J.Stockwell British
Imperial Policy and Decolonization, 1938-64.Vol. 2,1951-64. UK, 1989,
pp. 522-531. Special thanks to Christopher Saunders and Marion Wallace
for providing me with the texts.

Welensky was the last Prime Minister of the Central African Federation
(CAF, 1953-1963) formed by Southern and Northern Rhodesia as well as
Nyasaland.

Tensions between the residents of the Old Location and members of the
Advisory Board like Kamberipa and Mungunda had surfaced in 1959 in
connection with the issue of forced removals to Katutura. Kamberipa
supported the Katutura project of the administration, for which his house
in the Old Location was burned down. See his reminiscences published
in Ernst Dammann Was Herero erzdhilten und sangen. Texte,
Ubersetzung, Kommentar. Berlin (Afrika und Ubersee Beiheft 32), 1987,
pp. 316ff.
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See SWN 2/2 and the essay by Dag Henrichsen in this volume.

Fisher, a medical doctor and teacher, had been the principal of the
Aminuis School at Toasis. A few of those men active in the nationalist
movement in Windhoek in the late 1950s had been his pupils. Dag
Henrichsen, Interview with Zed Ngavirue, Brussels, 10.5.1996.

The independent Oruuano Church was founded in 1955 amongst Herero
Christians. For a brief outline of its history see SWN 9/4 and Ehrenfried
Kandovazu Die Oruuano-beweging. Karibib, 1968.

South West African National Organisation. The letter refers to details
concerning the controversial election of the first SWANU executive
committee. See Zedekia Ngavirue Political parties and interest groups
in South West Africa: A study of a plural society. Ph.D. thesis, St. Antony’s
College, Oxford, 1972, esp. pp. 296ft.

The march of the women took place on 4 December 1959.

On the controversy surrounding the appointment of Clement Kapuuo as
successor to Chief Hosea Kutako and, in March 1960, his election as
Kutakois deputy, see Peter Katjavivi The rise of nationalism in Namibia
and its international dimensions. Ph.D. thesis, St. Antony’s College,
Oxford, 1986, p. 133.

The conflict between the Herero Chief Council and a section of the
Mbanderu group led to the appointment of Munjuku II as Chief to the
Mbanderu.

On Mbaeva see Ngavirue (op.cit.), pp. 2991, 301.

Otjira tjotjiserandu. On the Otjiserandu organisation see also the article
“The Nation Celebrates 37th Maharero-Day” in SWN 9/4.

This is one of the highest rank in the Otjiserandu organisation. For further

explanations and bibliographical references on the Otjiserandu

organisation see the essay by Dag Henrichsen in this volume.

Whilst the Otjiserandu organisation refers to the group of men and
women wearing “red” uniforms, the Otjingrine and Otjizemba
organisations refer to those groups wearing “green” and “white” uniforms

respectively.
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David Roos. A picture of him is published in MERIAN Magazine No. 10
(1973), Siidwestafrika, p. 110.

The Kommando of the Otjiserandu organisation refers to the local
meeting house and marching grounds.

See SWN 8/2.

On this and other events referred to in this letter see Milly Jafta, Nicky
Kautja et al An investigation of the shootings at the Old Location on 10
December 1959. Edited by Brigitte Lau. Windhoek, 1995. (2nd enlarged
version).

See the list of names in SWN 1/4.
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Names, organisations and places, as mentioned in South West News

(1/1 = South West News No. 1, page 1)

A

A & N Store 2/4,3/3,4/4, 5/4, 6/4,7/3
Accra 9/3

Addis Abeba 4/3,5/3

Administration  (see SWA Administration)
Adviserende Naturellekomitee 4/4, 8/2, 9/5
African Freedom Movement 8/2
African Stars 6/4,7/4

Afrikaaners 5/4

Alexander, Major-General 6/3

Algeria 2/4,3/3, 4/3,9/2

All African People’s Conference ~ 4/1, 8/1
All Blacks 3/4

Allgemeine Zeitung 6/1

AME Church  4/4,7/3, 8/1, 8/4, 9/4, 9/6
American Committee on Africa  9/3
Aminuis reserve 5/4, 6/4, 7/3, 9/5

ANC  8/1

Angola 3/3, 5/4,9/2
“Appolus, Emil  1/1, 5/1, 8/1, 9/3

Asia  2/3

Augustineum 2/4, 9/6



110 B

Baako, Kofi 2/1
Bamangwato 6/3
Banda, Hastings 9/3

Bandarenaika, Mrs.

6/1

Bantu Education Commission

Basson, Japie 6/1, 6/2
Baster Raad 1/4

Basutoland 3/3,5/3
Baudouin, King 2/4, 7/2

Bechuanaland  1/1, 1/4, 3/3, 6/3, 8/1, 9/2

Belgian Congo (see Congo)

Belgium 2/4,5/1,6/3,7/3, 8/3,9/3

Bereng, Masupha 3/4
Berker, Advocate 6/1

Beukes, Hans 1/4,4/2,9/2

Bitcher, Rev. 6/2
Bligenaut, B. 7/1, 8/3.
Bloemfontein  6/1

Blue 7/4

Blue Waters 6/4,9/6
Bock, Edward  5/2
Béthicher, Guno von
Bomboko, Justin 5/3
Boois, Mr. & Mrs.

Britain (see Great Britain)
Brooks, Angie ~ 9/1
Brown, Peter 6/1
Brussels 9/3
Bunche, Dr. 7/3

9/4

6/2

C

Cameroon 2/4, 3/3
Canada 73/

Cape Town 9/5

Cape Wanderers 9/6
Carrygreen 7/4

Cartel Party 9/3

Casalis, Alfred 5/3

Cash Store 9/5

Central African Republic 3/3
Ceylon 6/1

Chad 373

Chamber of Commerce  2/1
Chase, William M. 52
Chatwind, A. 7/3

China  2/3,3/2,7/1,9/3
Christelike Jeugvereniging 3/4

Churchill, Winston 2/3
Cohen, S. 7/1, 8/1

Cole, D.T. 6/3

Coloureds 2/1,4/4, 5/4, 6/1

Committee of the SWA  Political Group
Commonwealth 2/3, 3/2, 5/3

Congo 2/4,3/3,4/3,4/4, 5/1, 5/3, 6/3, 8/1, 8/3, 9/3

Contact 9/5
Cooper, Marcus  7/1
Copenhagen 9/2

Cornelius, Solomon 1/3

6/1



D

Dahomy 7/3
Damara 4/4, 7/4, 8/4
Damaseb, J 7/4
Dangerous Points F.C. 6/4

Danish Association for the United Nations

Darwin 9/4

De Aar 6/4

Devlin Commission 2/4
Dickmann, Mr.  8/4

Débra  9/6

Duiker, Peter 6/4

Durban 1/4
Duwisib 9/6
E

East London 1/4,2/4
Egypt 3/3

Eisenhower, President 4/1
Elizabethville  5/1, 8/1
England (see Great Britain)
Epako 1/4,3/4,9/6
Epukiro 6/4, 8/1

Ethiopia 3/3, 8/3, 9/1, 9/3
Etoshalion 7/4
Europe 2/3

Eyskens, Gaston 7/3

F

Fischer, Dr. 7/3
Fivestars 7/4
Fort Hare 6/3

Fortuna A/B 7/4
Fourie, Paddy  6/1
France 2/4,7/3

G

Gabon 3/3

Gaulle, Charles de 2/4,4/3

Gawaxas, Magdalena 6/2

Gawaxas, Rossina (see also Boois) 1/3, 6/2

General Post Office 3/2
Germans 6/2,9/4, 9/5

Ghana 1/1, 1/4,2/1, 2/3, 3/3,4/1, 5/3,7/3,9/1, 9/3

Gobabis (see Epako)
Goldammer, E.  7/4, 8/4
Golden City Post 5/1
Goreseb, Mr. 6/2
Granston, Mr. 1/3

Great Britain 1/1,2/3,2/4,7/1,7/3

Grootfontein (see Otjivanda)

Guinea 3/3,9/1



12 H J

Hall Commission 2/2, 2/4 James, Jimmy 1/3, 3/2, 4/3, 6/4, 8/4, 9/5
Hall, Justice 2/2,7/1 Japan 4/1,4/4

Hammarskjoeld, Dag 6/3,7/3 Jario, Gottfriedt 3/4, 5/2

Heilbronn (Germany) 5/3 Jakob, Hiskia 7/1

Hengua, Jood 1/3 Johannesburg 1/3,4/1,5/2,5/3, 71
Herero 3/1,3/2,4/1,4/2,4/4, 5/4, 8/4, 9/4, 9/5 Johansson, Ingemar 4/4

Heynes, Advocate 2/1

Higgins, J.H. 1/4
Hitler  9/4 K
Hoeflich, Mr. 6/1

Holbaek 9/2 Kaapama, Mr. ~ 6/1

Horwitz, H. 1/2,3/3, 4/4/, 5/4, 6/2,7/2, 8/4, 9/5 Kafka 9/2

Hoveka 6/4 Kahimemua 9/4

Huaraka, Ben Tunguru 1/4 Kahitjene 4/1

Hubbly Bubbly  9/6 Kakuritjire, Thisby 173

Huddleston, Trevor 4/1,71 Kalamzoo, Steph 7/4

Hungry Lions  7/4 Kaluvi, M.D.N. 5/4
Kamapunga, Ewald 7/1
Kambaekua, Mr. 9/6

| Kambazembi, David 3/1

Kambazembi, Hijauatja  3/2

India  7/1 Kambazembi, Chief Josaphat Maveipi 3/1,3/2
Indian Congress 8/1 Kambazembi, Julius 3/1
International Court of Justice 4/1,4/3, 8/3,9/1,9/3 Kambazembi, Justine 3/2
Ivory Coast 373 Kambazembi, Kauamihe 3/1

Kambazembi, Priscilla 3/1,3/2
Kambazembi, Salatiel 3/2
Kamberipa, Joshua 6/1
Kamuhanga, Johannes 7/1

Kamuingona, Hans 7/4



Kamupingene, Arnold 7/1
Kamusuvise, Z.A. 9/6

Kandjii, Mr. 9/6

Kandirikirira 1/4

Kandjou, Twoboy 7/1

Kangue, David  7/2

Kanjaa, Prieska 7/1

Kano 5/3

Kaokoveld 5/4

Kapukile, Jonas 7/1

Kapuuo, Clement 3/1, 5/2, 8/2,9/3
Karakura, Isie  3/4

Karipose, Mathews 9/6

Karita, E.F. 51

Karuaera, Rev. 9/6

Karuaihe, J.P. 5/4, 6/4,9/5
Kasavubu, Joseph5/3, 7/2

Kasume, E. 8/4

Katanga 5/1, 6/3, 7/3, 8/1, 9/3
Katjaukore, Mr. 8/4

Katjerungu, Thimon 71
Katjikururume  (see Kutako, Chief Hosea)
Katjinamunene, Emmanuel 7/1
Katjipi, John 1/3

Katutura 1/1, 1/2, 2/1, 6/1, 7/1, 8/1, 8/2, 9/5
Kaukuetu, Uatja Willie 3/3, 8/2,9/4
Kaukuetu, W.H. 9/4, 9/6

Kaunatjike, N.  5/4

Kaunda, Kenneth 5/1

Kaura, H.A. 7/4, 8/4

Kavetu, Asser  3/2

Kavezeri 9/4

Kavikunua, Hosea

Kavikunua, Nikodemus

Kavita, M. 7/4
Kazapua, E. 8/1
Kazondina, Leonald
Kazondunge, Mr. 9/6
Keetmanshoop  9/6
Kenya 2/4,4/3
Kerina, Mburumba
Khama, Tshekedi 1/1
Khartoum 513

Kishi, Nobuske 4/1, 4/4

113
9/4
9/4

71

1/4,2/2,4/1,4/2,7/1, 8/1,9/1,9/3

Kleurling Vereniging of Basters (see Suidwes Afrikaanse Kleurling Organisasie)

Kloppers, A.J.  1/2,1/4

Kokati, Felix 7/1
Korea 2/3

Kozonguizi, Jariretundu

Kuhangua, Jacob 7/1
Kutako, Alphons 7/1
Kutako, Chief Hosea
Kweni 6/3

Laksman, Rebecca

League of Nations

Lempp, F. 6/1,6/2
Leopoldville 7/3,9/3

Leroy, Jacques  5/1

2/2,4/2,71,9/3

1/1, 1/3, 2/4, 3/1, 3/2, 4/1, 7/1, 8/2, 9/6

1/3
3/3, 8/3,9/2



|14 Levinson, Mrs. 6/1 Mariental 9/6

Liberal Party 6/1 Maritjituavi, Stefanus 9/6
Liberia 3/3, 8/3, 9/1 Marocco 3/3

Lincoln University 4/1, 8/3 Master Builders’ Association 2/1
Lloyd, Selwyn  3/2 Mauretania 3/3

Llunga, M. 6/3 Mavenjono, O.  7/4
Location Trading Store ~ 6/4, 7/4, 8/4 Mbaeva, N. 8/2,9/6
Lombard, Major 2/1 Mbahuurua, Mr. 9/6

London 4/3 Mbanderu 8/2

Louw, Eric 2/1,2/2,2/3 Mbapumbua, W. 9/6
Lumumba, Patrice 4/3,4/4,5/1,5/3,6/3,7/2,7/3, 8/3,9/3 Mberirua, Mr.  6/1

Luthuli, Chief ~ 9/3 Mbuende, G. G. 5/1, 5/2

Mbuha, Uaseta  8/1
Mbura, Cleophas 7/1

M Meroro, David ~ 3/4
Meroro, E.H. 72
Macmillan, Harold 1/1, 2/3, 2/4, 3/2 Meroro Store 1/2,2/2,4/3, 6/4,7/2, 8/3
Madagascar 3/3 Millan, Sarah Gertrude  4/1
Maha‘lapye 1/4 Minnaar, Mr. 6/1
Maharero 8/2,9/4 Mocambique 3/3,9/2
Maharero, Alfred 1/4 Moéhr, J.D. 4/4,5/1,5/2
Mabharero, Mathews 9/6 Moehring’s Corner Shop 1/4, 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 5/3, 6/3, 7/4
Mabharero, Thusnelde 1/4 Mofolo, Thomas 5/3
Mabharero, Traugoth 9/4 Morija Training College  5/3
Mahua, Theo 3/3,3/4, 4/3, 5/4, 6/2 Motor Traders’ Association 2/1
Makhasi, Monica 1/3 Motswasele II  6/3
Malan, Dr. 2/3 Muala, Chief 71
Malaya 3/2 Miihr, Otto 9/3
Mali 3/3,4/3 Mukaru, K. 7/4
Mallinckrodt, D.von 1/1,2/1, 3/1, 4/1, 5/1, 6/1, 7/2, 8/4, 9/5 Mungunda, John 6/1
Mamugwe, Werner H. 4/4, 8/1 Munongo, Godefroid 9/3

Muundjua, John G. 6/2, 8/1



N

Nailenge, Edward 7/1

Nakie, S. 6/4

Nama 4/4, 5/4, 9/4

Namib Woestyn 9/6

Nasser 4/1,4/3

Natal  3/4

National Party ~ 6/2

Nautoro, Leonard 9/6

Ndjavera, Frances 5/2

Ndjavera, Mr. 5/1,9/6

Ndjiharine, E.G. 8/4

Ndjoze, Kambangane 7/1

Nelengani, Louis 3/4, 4/2,7/1, 7/2

Nepando, Erastus 7/2

New School of Social Research 4/1

New York 1/4,2/2,2/4,4/1, 4/4, 8/4,9/1, 9/3
New Zealand 3/4

Nganjone, L.K.  5/1, 5/2

Ngavirue, Mrs.  1/3,4/3

Ngavirue, Zed (Tjitana)  1/3, 2/3, 3/1, 4/3, 4/4, 5/1, 5/2
Ngoroveha (see Hengua, Jood)

Nguapia, Mr. 9/6

Nguzerua, Alex 7/1

Niger  3/3

Nigeria 3/3,5/3

Nkrumah, Kwame 4/1, 5/3, 6/3,9/1, 9/3
Norman, Obed 1/1

Northern Rhodesia 3/3,5/1,9/2,9/3
Nowoteb, Alex  7/1

Ntshona, Mrs. L. 1/3 115
Nujoma, Sam  4/1, 7/1 ' o
Nyasaland 3/3,9/2
Nyerere, Julius ~ 4/3,9/3

o

Oabeb, Salmon So 7/4
Oberholzer, J.G. 5/1

Okahandja 1/3, 1/4, 3/3, 5/4, 7/4, 9/3, 9/4, 9/6
Old Location 1/2,1/3,2/2, 2/4, 3/1, 6/1, 7/1, 8/1, 8/2, 9/6
Okakarara 3/1,3/2, 6/1,7/4, 8/4,9/6

Okamatutjindo ~ 3/3, 3/4, 4/3, 5/4, 6/2

Okandjoze 1/4

Okondjatu 7/1
Okozongominja 3/1

Omaruru 1/4,9/6
Ondangua 9/5

Ongongoro 173

Onguatjindu Clan 1/4, 3/2

OPO (see also SWAPO)  3/4,4/1,4/2

Oranjemund 4/2,7/1

Oruuano Church 3/2, 9/4

Oscar  6/3

Oslo  4/2

Ostora Okakarara p 31 317/4, 8/4, 9/6
Otavi  7/4

Otjingrine 9/6

Otjirera Clan 1/4

Otjiserandu 9/3



116 Ofjituuo 1/4 Prometheus Printers and Publishers (Pty.) Ltd 1/4,2/4

Otjivanda 1/4, 8/4 Pupkewitz, M. & Sons 1/1, 1/3,2/1, 3/1, 3/4, 4/1, 4/4, 5/1, 5/4, 6/1, 6/4,
Otjiwarongo 1/4,3/3, 3/4, 4/3, 5/4, 6/2, 7/4 7/1,7/4,8/1, 8/2,9/1

Otjizemba 9/6

Otjomuise 1/4, 8/2, 8/3, 9/6

Outa Store 7/4, 8/4 Q

Outjo  7/2,7/4
Ovambo 3/4, 4/1, 4/2, 4/4, 5/4, 7/1, 8/4, 9/5 Quthing Handicraft School 5/3
Ovamboland 2/2,3/1,3/4,7/2, 9/5
Ovitoto 8/3
Oxurub, Fritz ~ 7/1 R
Ozonahi 1/4
Radisladi, L.D. 6/3

Rehoboth 1/4,7/3, 8/4
P Rensburg, J.F.J. van 6/1
Rhenish Mission Society 3/2, 3/4, 6/2, 9/4, 9/6
PAC  6/1, 8/1 Rhodesia (see Northern/Southern Rhodesia)
Pakarae, Boas  4/4, 6/4 Riarua Ruhumba 9/4
Pan-African Conference 9/3 Rio de Oro 3/3
Paris  4/3 Rock, Otto 9/4
Paris Protestant Mission Society  5/3 : Rooi, Jan 8/1
Partenbach, G.B. 7/3, 8/1, 8/4 Ruanda 2/4
Paton, Alan 6/1,9/5 Riigheimer, H.  7/4, 8/4, 9/6
Patterson, Floyd 4/4 Russia 2/3,7/1, 8/3,9/3
Peking 9/3 Ruzo, Rev. Reinhard 3/1
Pepsicolla A/B  7/4
Pirates 6/4, 9/6
Plessis, A.H. du 5/1,5/2,9/6 S
Port Matadi 8/3
Portugal 3/3 St. Barnabas School 5/1, 6/4

Pretoria 8/3 Schimming, Nora 572



Schimming, Ottilie 5/2
Schneider, H. 3/1
Schoeman, Mr. . 6/1
Scott, Rev. Michael 4/1, 4/2
Sendwe, Jason  9/3

Senegal 3/3

Serowe 7/1

Sharpville 4/4
Shoombe, J.S.  4/2
Siegfried 6/4
Sierra Leone 3/3

Sky Master Band 1/3
Slogans Skoen-Makery
2/1, 8/1
Sobukwe, Robert 6/1
Somalia 2/4, 3/3‘

3/3,4/4,5/4, 6/4,7/2, 8/2

Snyman, J.

Sophiatown 7/1

South Africa Bantu Education Department  1/2, 5/2, 9/5
Coloured Affairs Department  1/2
Government 1/1, 2/4, 3/3, 4/2, 5/4, 6/1,7/3,9/1, 9/3, 9/5
Parliament 2/3

South African Front 8/1

South Korea 4/1

South West Africa African Teachers’ Association (see SWAATA)

South West Africa Progressive Association (see SWAPA)

South West Electrical Supply Co.  1/2, 2/2, 3/3, 4/4, 5/4, 6/2, 7/2, 8/4, 9/5

1/3, 2/3,4/2, 5/4, 6/2, 7/3, 8/2, 9/6

3/3,6/1,8/1,9/2

South West Wholesale
Southern Rhodesia
Spain  3/3
Speelman, W. 6/4

Springbok Furnishers 1/2.2/2,3/3,4/4, 5/4, 6/4, 7/3, 8/4

Sudan 3/3 117

Suidwes Afrikaanse Kleurling Organisasie  1/2, 1/4
Suidwes Aftrika Inboorling Onderwyser Vereniging  (see SWAATA)
Sulzer, Peter 5/3
Sunday Times  4/1

SWA Administration 2/1

SWAATA 1/2,2/1, 4/4, 5/1, 5/2, 9/6

SWANLA 4/1

SWANO 8/2

SWANU 2/2,3/3,4/1,4/2, 6/1,6/2,7/3, 8/1, 8/2, 8/4, 9/4, 9/6

SWAPA 1/1, 1/3,5/2,7/2
SWAPO (see also OPO) 7/1.7/2, 8/4, 9/3

T

Tambo, Oliver  4/1
Tanganyika 2/4,3/3, 4/3,9/3
Taxi 7/4

Telli, Mr. 9/2

Thistles 9/6

Tigers 6/4,9/6

Tito 4/3

Titus, J.P. 7/3

Tjakuva, Gabriel 6/1

Tjatjitua, David 3/1, 3/2
Tjeamba, R.P. 7/4

Tjerije, Erastus Tjomujera 1/4
Tjerije, Fritz 1/4,3/2
Tjerije, Karo 1/4
Tjihero, Hilde  1/3



118  Tjikok (see Katjipi, John) - United Arab Republic 4/3

Tjingaete, E. 8/1, 8/2 United Party 6/1,9/6

Tjirare, N. 7/4 United Ramblers 9/6

Tjiurutue, Hermann 5/4 University of Cape Town 5/2

Tjiueza, Mr. 8/2 UNO /1, 1/4,2/2,2/3,2/4,3/2, 3/3, 4/1, 5/4, 6/1, 6/3,7/1, 7/2,7/3, 8/2,
Tjivikua, Alestarkus 7/1 8/3,9/1,9/2,9/3,9/5, 9/6

Tjombe, Nauro  7/1 Upington 6/4

Tjombe’s Taxi  8/4 Upper Volta 3/3

Tjoutuku, Mr. 9/6 Urika, Max 3N

Togo  3/3 Usakos 3/4

Torch, The 172 USA 1/4, 4/1, 8/3

Toivo-ja-Toivo  2/2

Town Club 7/4
Transkei 4/3 A\
Trekboers 5/4
Tschekedi 6/3 Vaatz, Mr. 6/1
Tshombe, Moise 5/1, 6/3,7/3, 8/1, 9/3 Veii, Hitjevi Gerson 8/1, 8/4, 9/1
Tsumeb 1/4, 7/2, 7/4 Verwoerd, Dr. 7/1
Tsumispark 8/1 Vetira, Menesia 1/3
Tswana 6/3 Viljoen 7/1
Tubman, Mr. 9/1 Vroom, Mr. 6/1
Tunesia 3/3, 4/1 VVO (see UNO)
Tunis  7/3
w
v
Waldau 9/4
Uaendere, Mr. B.J. 1/3, 7/1 Walvis Bay 1/4,6/4,7/1,7/2
Uganda 3/3, 4/3 Waterberg (see also Ozonahi) 3/1,3/2
Union (see South Africa) Wath, vander  7/1

United A/B 7/4 Weiko, E. 7/4



Welensky, Roy  5/1,9/3 » 119
Wellington, JH. 5/4 o
Wessels, Justice P.J. 4/4
Western Stars  9/6
Westminster 85 A 7/4
Wet, PA. de 2/2
Wet Nel, Mr. de  6/2, 9/6
Wienecke 3/4
Willy  6/4
Windhoek (see also Otjomuise) Municipality 1/1, 2/4, 4/1, 6/1, 7/1, 8/1
Police 1/2,2/2,2/4, 6/1
Town Council 2/1
Windhoek Advertiser, The 2/1, 6/1, 9/6
Windhoek Printing Works 3/4, 4/3, 5/4, 6/4, 7/4, 8/4, 9/6
Witbooi, Chief  7/1
World Assembly. of Youth 9/2

Y

Yogoslavia 4/3

z

Zanzibar4/3

Zimmer, W. 1/1,2/1, 3/3,4/3, 5/1, 6/4

Zwarts, M. 1/2,2/2,3/3,4/3,5/4, 6/4,7/3, 8/4



120 Abbreviations

APC
BAB
GPO
NAN
NPU
OoPO
SWA
SWAATA
SWANO
SWANU
SWAPA
SWAPO
SWN
UN
UNAM

African Publishing Company

Basler Afrika Bibliographien

General Post Office

Namibia National Archives

Newspaper Press Union

Ovamboland People’s Organisation

South West Africa

South West Africa African Teachers’ Association
South West Africa National Organisation
South West Africa National Union

South West Africa Progressive Association
South West Africa People’s Organisation
South West News

United Nations Organisation

University of Namibia



This book contains the facsim-
ile reprint of the first African
newspaper published in Na-
mibia, South W est News -
Suidwes Nuus. Issued in

1960 in Windhoek, it has to be

regarded as the earliest exam-
ple ofindependent African

journalism in Namibia.

ISBN 978-3-906927-49-7

South W est News was the
only newspaper in Namibia
at the time with a non-racial
and nationalist concept. It was
also a community paper for

the Old Location, the African

township in Windhoek, whose
residents were threatened with
forced removals. The paper
was launched shortly after the
shootings in December 1959 at
the Old Location. It published

Zedekia Ngavirue was a co-

founder and former editorof
SouthWest News (1960).
Twelve years later he obtained

his PhD at the University of

Oxford, on the political history
of Namibia. Currently he is
Namibian Ambassador to the

Benelux states and the Euro-

pean Union.

statements by Hosea Kutako,
SWANU as well as OPO/
SWAPO and the testimonies
of Mburumba Kerina, Jarire-
tundu Kozonguizi and Sam

Nujoma at the hearings of the

UN Committee on South-West
Africa in New York. It
reported on social events in the
Old Lo- the

Maharero-Day in Okahandja

cation, on

and on the funeral of

Chief Josaphat Kambazembi.

Dag Henrichsen is a Nami-
bian historian at the Basler
Afrika Bibliographien (BAB),

Namibia Resource Centre, in

Switzerland.

South W est News was one
of the few public documents
representing African issues to
Africans themselves, and to
the colonial society in Namibia

at large. Today, the newspaper

is largely forgotten. This book
makes South West News
accessible again and examines

its history and contents.
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