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South W est News was t h e

only newspaper in Namibia

at the time with a non-racial

and nationalist concept. It was

also a community paper f o r

the Old Location, the African

township in Windhoek, whose

residents were threatened with

forced removals. The paper

was launched shortly after the

shootings in December 1959 at

the Old Location. It published

statements by Hosea Kutako,

SWANU as well as OPO/

SWAPO and the testimonies

of Mburumba Kerina, Jarire-

tundu Kozonguizi and Sam

Nujoma at the hearings of the

UN Committee on South-West

Africa in New York. It

reported on social events in the

Old Lo- cation, on the

Maharero-Day in Okahandja

and on the funeral of

Chief Josaphat Kambazembi.

South W est News was one

of the few public documents

representing African issues to

Africans themselves, and to

the colonial society in Namibia

at large. Today, the newspaper

is largely forgotten. This book

makes South W est News

accessible again and examines

its history and contents.

Zedekia Ngavirue was a co-

founder and former editor o f

SouthWest News (1960).

Twelve years later he obtained

his PhD at the University of

Oxford, on the political history

o f Namibia. Currently he is

Namibian Ambassador to the

Benelux states and the Euro-

pean Union.

Dag Henrichsen is a Nami-

bian historian at the Basler

Afrika Bibliographien (BAB),

Namibia Resource Centre, in

Switzerland.
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Acknowledgements This book contains the facsimile reprint of the first African 

newspaper published in Namibia, South West News - Suidwes 

Nuus. Published in Windhoek in 1960 in nine issues, South West 

News was the only newspaper in the colony with a non-racial and 

nationalist concept. lt has to be regarded as one ofthe few public 

documents representing African issues to Africans themselves 

and to the colonial society in Namibia at large. Today, the 

newspaper is largely forgotten. This book makes South West 

News accessible again and examines its history and contents. 

I came across South West News in 1988 whilst organising a 

collection of papers from the late Fritz Gaerdes, a resident of 

Okahandja between 1921 and 1975. The collection was entrusted 

to Carl Schlettwein, director ofthe Basler Afrika Bibliographien 

(BAB)-Namibia Resource Centre in Switzerland. 1 lt contained 

seven issues of the newspaper. Given the lack of reliable 

information about the paper, we decided to make reference to it 

in an article published in The WindhoekAdvertiser.2 Responses 

indicated that hardly anybody remembered the newspaper. The 

National Archives of Namibia in Windhoek was unaware of its 

existence, and the only complete set in a public institution is held 

by the National Library ofNamibia. That set provides the copy 

for this reprint and I thank the National Library for granting 

permission for its reproduction. 

The initial idea of producing a reprint of South West News 

emerged in discussions with my colleague Gesine Krüger, one 

of the very few researchers at the time who realised the 

importance ofthe document. In 1995 I could gain the support of 

the initiator and de facto editor of South West News, Zedekia 

Ngavirue, to establish a research project. Ever since, his 

enthusiasm and his willingness to share his knowledge on recent 
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lntroduction The history of South West News forms but a chapter in the various 

activities of the Windhoek Old Location and the role of that 

community in the cultural and political life of Namibia after the 

Second World War. 

In this book, which comprises a reprint of the newspaper, plus 

an appendix of English translations of those items which 

appeared in other languages, Dag Henrichsen provides a 

professional content-analysis, which will enable the reader to 

have a fresh appreciation ofthe lives and struggles ofthe people 

of Namibia in the late 1950s and early 1960s. He occupies a 

unique position, being simultaneously an outsider and an insider. 

Having grown up, on the one hand, a white Namibian from a 

notable family, he obviously approaches black society with a 

certain degree of fascination and easy professional detachment. 

On the other hand, being a third-generation Namibian, he has 

sufficient depth ofunderstanding ofhis country and society as a 

whole. 

Despite the complimentary remarks which Dag Henrichsen 

makes about my own contributions to his eff orts of researching 

and analysing the material in this book, every credit should go to 

him for the passion and the unprecedented dedication he has 

shown for South West News and the history of his country in 

general. lt is true that Dag Henrichsen asked me many questions 

about our activities and about almost everything that went on in 

the Old Location at the time South West News was founded. He 

also referred drafts of his texts to me for comment. However, I 

preferred to leave him to make independent analyses and 

interpretaions of the paper, confining myself to the correction of 

factual errors. 
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Historiography "A GlanceAt OurAfrica". 

The history and contents of South West News

by Dag Henrichsen 

South West News-Suidwes Nuus (SWN) was the first newspaper 

in Namibia published and owned by Africans. 1 Published in 

1960 in Windhoek in nine issues, it has to be regarded as the 

earliest example ofindependent Africanjoumalism in Namibia. 

Forgotten as it is, SWN is a unique document on African history 

in Namibia. 

SWN was an alternative paper, committed to the concepts of 

non-racialism and nationalism in a racially and ethnically 

segregated South African colony. lt articulated the political and 

social ramifications of the colonial state and provided a platform 

for the incipient nationalist movement in Namibia. Also, SWN 

was a community paper for the Old Location, the African 

township in Windhoek. lt was launched shortly after the 

shootings at the Old Location, whose residents were threatened 

with forced removals. The paper reported on the developments 

following the shootings and on the diverse social activities in the 

location. 

Surprisingly, historiography has virtually ignored SWN. The 

first, and for a long time the only, researcher who referred to the 

newspaper was Ruth First, the wellknown South African 

investigative joumalist. In ·her book "South West Africa", in 

which she covers her fact-finding tour to Namibia in 1962, she 

refers to SWN as "the first and only African publishing 

enterprise, no longer in existence."2 In 1972, Hidipo Hamutenya 

and Hage Geingob, in an influential essay on "African 
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